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CLAIMS VS. REALITY: 
Obama’s Failed Economic Experiment 

 

It is appropriate on the 200th day of the stimulus to look back at exactly what the stimulus has 
accomplished. The answer is very little. What it has done, however, is give the American people a $787 
billion bill they cannot afford. In this report, you will find 200 claims that President Barack Obama, Vice 
President Joe Biden, senior Administration officials and Congressional Democrats have made about the 
stimulus. None of these claims match reality. 
 
When the stimulus passed, President Obama and Congressional Democrats promised the stimulus would 
be a targeted, timely and transparent effort to create jobs immediately. This compilation of 200 claims 
shows that promise has not been kept. Job losses continue, stimulus spending has been slow, and as even 
the Vice President has said, ―we know some of this money is going to be wasted.‖ 
 
The Obama Administration and Pelosi-Reid Congressional Democrats have boldly declared that the 
stimulus is working and they have ―rescued the economy,‖ but facts are stubborn things. Unemployment is 
still high and the deficit is out of control. These are not reasons to declare victory. 
 
There was a better solution to our economic problems. The Republican plan focused on truly stimulating 
the economy by lowering tax rates for individuals and providing a tax deduction for small businesses, 
resulting in job creation and allowing Americans to keep more of their hard earned money.  Costing roughly 
half the amount of the Democrats‘ stimulus bill, the Republican alternative would not have burdened 
America‘s future generations with the unsustainable debt of liberal spending.   
 
In order to ensure a strong bipartisan recovery act, Obama claimed to welcome ideas from the other side of 
the aisle. Unfortunately, the bill passed by Congress and signed by the President was a far cry from the 
―post-partisan‖ leadership Obama had promised. 
 
In the end, the stimulus is another failed experiment by the President that Americans cannot afford.  
Instead of creating jobs, millions are unemployed and billions have been added to our deficit.  200 days of 
this stimulus are 200 days too long. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael Steele 
Chairman, Republican National Committee 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
often referred to as the ―stimulus.‖ As members of Congress debated the bill and in the time following its 
inception, there were countless promises made to the American people regarding exactly what the bill 
would deliver. The mantra of ―jobs, jobs, jobs‖ was used repeatedly to sell the stimulus. While it‘s 
impossible to calculate the number of jobs ―created or saved‖ by the stimulus, we do know that since the 
stimulus was passed over 2.2 million jobs have been lost nationwide.   
 

200 days later, the Research Department of the Republican National Committee (RNC) has identified and 
reviewed 200 of the claims made by the Obama Administration and Congressional Democrats who 
supported this massive economic experiment. The RNC‘s research focuses on promises made to the 
American people on job creation, waste, prevention, targeted spending, transparency, and how the 
stimulus would bring about an economic recovery. The resulting report, ―200 Days, 200 Claims,‖ holds 
Democrats accountable for their claims that the stimulus was an absolute necessity to ―jolt‖ the economy. 
They used this and other claims to quickly force through one of the largest spending bills in American 
history. Now Americans will see how valid those claims are 200 days later. 
 
Among the misleading claims debunked in this report are these oft-repeated and echoed talking points: 
 

 The stimulus would create 3.5 million jobs and starting do so immediately; Instead, over 2.2 million 
Americans have lost their jobs since the stimulus bill was signed into law. 
 

 The money would be spent carefully, effectively, and transparently; Instead, we have seen the 
money squandered on such projects as the $18 million overhaul of the Administration‘s stimulus-
promoting website and the GAO has said there is no effective system in place to monitor the 
spending. 
 

 And, lastly, the stimulus is working as promised and according to plan; Instead, the unemployment 
rate has far exceeded even the Administration‘s projection if we did not pass their stimulus bill. 

 
Not surprisingly, the American people are not buying these and other Democrat claims.  No wonder a 
recent USA Today/Gallup poll found that nearly 6 in 10 Americans believe the stimulus is having no impact 
on the economy and won‘t help in the years to come.  As the reality behind these 200 claims demonstrate, 
Americans are too smart to be misled. 
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PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #1: Obama Said Stimulus Would Create Or Save 3.5 Million Jobs Over Two Years. ―[W]hat 
makes this recovery plan so important is not just that it will create or save 3.5 million jobs over the next two 
years ...‖ (President Barack Obama, Remarks At The Signing Of The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act, Denver, CO, 

2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 
Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

CLAIM #2: After 100 Days Of The Stimulus Obama Said 150,000 Jobs Have Been “Saved Or 
Created.” “That‘s the kind of foundation we‘re trying to build all across America,‘ Obama said. ‗One 
hundred days ago, in the midst of the worst economic crisis in half a century, we passed the most sweeping 
economic recovery act in history — a plan designed to save jobs, create new ones and put money in 
people‘s pockets. It‘s a plan designed to not only revive the economy in the short term, but rebuild the 
economy in the long term.‘ The president said his recovery plan has ‗saved or created nearly 150,000 jobs 
— jobs building solar panels and wind turbines; making homes and buildings more energy-efficient.‖ (Sam 

Youngman, ―Obama: First 100 Days Of Stimulus Show Success,‖ The Hill, 5/27/09) 
 

 REALITY: Bureau Of Labor Statistics Commissioner Keith Hall: “Very Difficult” To 
“Substantiate” Obama Administration Claim That 150,000 Jobs Were Created By Stimulus. 
Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX): ―The administration, including the vice president, has claimed that 
stimulus policies have added 150,000 new jobs to the level of employment. We see this cited 
almost daily by the administration. Can you substantiate that claim?‖  Bureau Of Labor Statistics 
Commissioner Keith Hall: ―No. That would be a very difficult thing for anybody to substantiate.‖  
Brady: ―And the chairman -- who's a highly respected chairman of the Council of Economic 
Advisers, Chairman Romer -- also cited that 150,000 job-creation figure in a recent testimony 
before this committee. You're saying you can't verify that the administration's policies have created 
those additional 150,000 jobs.‖  Hall: ―No. We're busy just counting jobs.‖  (U.S. House Of 

Representatives, Joint Economic Committee, Hearing, 6/5/09)  
 

CLAIM #3:  Obama Said Over 600,000 Jobs Would Be Created In Second Hundred Days Of Stimulus. 
―As a result of this accelerated pace of activity, over 600,000 jobs are expected to be created or saved by 
the Recovery Act in the second 100 days ...‖ (The White House, ―President Obama And Vice President Biden Announce 

Roadmap To Recovery,‖ Press Release, 6/08/09) 
 

 REALITY: During Second Hundred Days, Over 700,000 Jobs Have Been Lost. (U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/19/09) 
 

CLAIM #4:  Obama Administration Predicted That Without Stimulus, Unemployment Would Rise 
Over 8 Percent This Year. ―In January, the incoming administration predicted in a white paper study that 
without a huge stimulus package, unemployment would reach just over 8%, and would be contained at 
under 8% with a stimulus package.‖ (Jake Tapper, ―President Obama Predicts Unemployment Will Hit 10% This Year,‖ 

ABC News’ ―Political Punch‖ Blog, 6/16/09) 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-and-Vice-President-at-Signing-of-the-American-Recovery-an/
http://www.bls.gov/
http://thehill.com/leading-the-news/obama-first-100-days-of-stimulus-package-show-success-2009-05-27.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-and-Vice-President-Biden-Announce-Roadmap-to-Recovery/
http://www.bls.gov/
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/06/president-obama-predicts-unemployment-will-hit-10-this-year.html
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 REALITY:  Obama Now Acknowledges Unemployment Will Reach 10 Percent This Year, 
Even With Stimulus In Place. AL HUNT OF BLOOMBERG: ―Do you think that unemployment will 
reach 10%? This year?‖ PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA: ―Yes.‖ HUNT: ―This year?‖ OBAMA: 
―Yes.‖ (Bloomberg News, 6/16/09) 

 

CLAIM #5: Obama Pledged Stimulus Would Help Elkhart, Indiana Recover From Recession. ―I 
promised you back then that, if elected, I‘d do everything I could to help this community recover, and that's 
why I came back today, because I intend to keep my promise … That‘s why I put forth a recovery and 
reinvestment plan that is now before Congress.‖ (President Barack Obama, Remarks By The President At Town Hall, 

Elkhart, Indiana, 2/9/09) 
 

 REALITY: Unemployment Has More Than Doubled In Elkhart Since Last Year.  In June 2009 
unemployment in Elkhart hit 16.8%, up from 6.8% in June 2008. (Bureau of Labor Statistics Website, 

http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/3/09) 
 

CLAIM #6: In March, Obama Claimed Stimulus Saved Columbus Police Jobs. ―So for those who still 
doubt the wisdom of our recovery plan ... I ask them to come to Ohio and meet the 25 men and women 
who will soon be protecting the streets of Columbus because we passed this plan.‖ (President Barack Obama, 

Remarks At Graduation Of The Columbus Police Division‘s 114th Class, Columbus, OH, 3/6/09) 
 

 REALITY: But Layoffs Of Those Police Officers Still On Table. ―The booklet also mentions the 
‗police academy graduates in Ohio‘ whose graduation ceremony President Obama attended in 
March, heralding how the stimulus enabled the city of Columbus to hire 25 cadets. But this week 
Police Chief Walter Distelzweig told the Columbus Dispatch that unless residents approve a tax 
increase, those 25 cadets face the real possibility of layoffs.‖ (Jake Tapper, ―Stimulus Overhype?,‖ ABC 

News‘ ―Political Punch‖ Blog, 5/28/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #7: Obama Promised Stimulus Money Would Go Out The Door Immediately. ―And that is why I 
hope to sign an American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan into law in the next few weeks. Most of the 
money we‘re investing as part of this plan will get out the door immediately and go directly to job-creation, 
generating or saving three to four million new jobs.‖  (President Barack Obama, ―Remarks of President Barack Obama 

On The Economy,‖ Washington, DC, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: In Five Months Following Signing Of Stimulus Bill, Just 10 Percent Of Money Was 
Spent. ―Nearly five months after President Obama signed the $787 billion stimulus bill, a still-
worsening economy has many wondering if stimulus is a bunch of baloney. … With August quickly 
approaching, roughly $75 billion, or 10% of stimulus funds, have been paid out, and the 
unemployment rate has already risen to 9.5%.‖ (David Goldman, ―Stimulus: Progress Or Broken Promise?‖ 

CNN, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #8: Obama Said Stimulus Has Moved “Faster Than Ever, More Responsibly Than Ever.” 
Obama: ―We‘ve done more than ever, faster than ever, more responsibly than ever, to get the gears of the 
economy moving again.‖  (Peter Nicholas, ―Obama Confronts Doubts On Stimulus, Vows Faster Spending,‖ Los Angeles 

Times, 6/2/09) 
 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=a4CiAWTRWxMs
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-at-Town-Hall-Elkhart-Indiana/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-at-Town-Hall-Elkhart-Indiana/
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2009/03/obamas_remarks_at_columbus_pol.html
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/05/stimulus-overhy.html
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/05/stimulus-overhy.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceos_at_the_white_house/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceos_at_the_white_house/
http://money.cnn.com/2009/07/06/news/economy/arra_stimulus_payouts/index.htm
http://articles.latimes.com/2009/jun/09/nation/na-obama-stimulus9
http://articles.latimes.com/2009/jun/09/nation/na-obama-stimulus9
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 REALITY: Even Shovel-Ready Projects Haven’t Been Allowed To Start. ―As of July 10, more 
than 3,600 of the 5,600 road projects approved by Washington -- including six of the 10 largest 
approved projects -- had not been given the green light to start construction ... In Florida, not a 
single highway project had been given the go-ahead to start construction by July 10 -- even though 
the state, with an unemployment rate of 10.6%, had 272 projects valued at more than $1 billion 
approved by the federal government.‖ (Don Lee, ―Highway Spending Isn‘t The Stimulus It Was Envisioned To 

Be,‖ The Los Angeles Times, 7/20/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #9: Obama Said Stimulus Free Of Pork. ―And less than one month after taking office, we enacted 
the most sweeping recovery package in history, and we did so without any of the earmarks, pork-barrel 
projects that are usually accompanying these big -- these big bills.‖ (Transcript: President Obama Delivers Remarks 

On Economic Recovery At Town Hall Meeting,‖ The Washington Post, 7/29/09) 
 

 REALITY: Pelosi’s Mouse Receives Stimulus Funds. ―The tiny mouse that became a hotly 
disputed symbol of wasteful spending in the congressional debate over the $787 billion economic 
stimulus bill has returned to pester House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The Obama administration 
quietly announced last week that as much as $16.1 million from the stimulus program is going to 
save the San Francisco Bay area habitat of, among other things, the endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse.‖ (S.A. Miller, ―GOP Slams Stimulus Mouse Money,‖ The Washington Times, 7/9/09) 

 

CLAIM #10: Obama Promised No Stimulus Funds Would Go To Wasteful Projects. ―‗If a federal 
agency proposes a project that will waste that money, I will not hesitate to call them out on it and put a stop 
to it,‘ the president said Feb. 20 when he signed the bill into law. ‗And I want everybody here to be on 
notice that if a local government does the same, I will call them out on it and use the full power of my office 
and our administration to stop it.‘‖ (Stephen Dinan, ―Obama Finds No Stimulus Waste,‖ The Washington Times, 6/22/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Funds Spent On Welfare For Deceased, Turtle Crossings. ―A report due to 
be released today by a Republican senator contends the Obama administration‘s stimulus program 
is fraught with waste and incompetence -- evidenced by a turtle crossing in northern Florida that 
will cost more than $3 million and a snafu in which thousands of Social Security checks went out to 
people who had died ... ‗One town in North Carolina is using stimulus funds to hire an administrator 
whose job will be to procure more stimulus funds, according to the report.‘‖ (Peter Nicholas, ―Stimulus 

Program Fraught With Waste Report Says,‖ The Los Angeles Times, 6/15/09) 
 

CLAIM #11: Obama Pledged To End No-Bid Contracts. ―President Barack Obama promised last month 
to save money through competition. ‗By ending unnecessary no-bid contracts and reforming the way 
government contracts are awarded, we can save the American people up to $40 billion every year,‘ Obama 
said, as he announced new procedures to increase competition.‖ (Brett J. Blackledge, ―Stimulus Watch: No-Bid 

Contracts Mean Higher Costs,‖ The Associated Press, 7/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Funds Awarded Through No-Bid Contracts. ―The Pentagon saves more 
than three times as much money when companies compete, the AP analysis showed. Yet more 
than $242 million in federal contracts -- representing more than one-fourth of the military‘s stimulus 
contract spending so far -- has been awarded under the recovery program through no-bid contracts 

http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-stimulus20-2009jul20,0,4371369.story
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/29/AR2009072902644.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jul/09/agency-funds-pelosis-mouse-project
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/jun/22/obama-gop-at-odds-over-stimulus
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-stimulus16-2009jun16,0,7085006.story
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=8106911
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for repairs and maintenance.‖ (Brett J. Blackledge, ―Stimulus Watch: No-Bid Contracts Mean Higher Costs,‖ The 

Associated Press, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #12: President Obama: Recovery Act “Will Create Good Jobs That Pay Well And Can't Be 
Shipped Overseas.” (The White House, ―Remarks By The President And The Vice President On The American Recovery 

And Reinvestment Act,‖ 4/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #13: Obama Said Primary Prerequisite For Project To Receive Stimulus Funds Would Be 
Ability To Create Jobs Immediately. ―‗Whenever a project comes up for review, we‘re going to ask a 
simple question,‘ Mr. Obama said. ‗Does it advance the core mission of the Recovery Act? Does it jump-
start job creation?‘‖  (Jeff Zeleny, ―Obama Outlines Plan To Help Prevent Waste In Economic Stimulus Package,‖ The New 

York Times, 3/20/09) 
 

 REALITY: Construction Industry Disappointed With Low Amount Of Stimulus Funds For 
Roads, Leading To Very Few Jobs Being Created. ―Much of the $787 billion in a federal 
program to spur the economy was supposed to pour like mixed concrete onto American roads, 
bridges, and construction sites. So far, though, the amount of money funneling into US construction 
zones is less than expected.  ... Judging by a survey within the trade association, Sandherr says, 
relatively few new jobs are being created by the stimulus.‖ (Mark Trumbull, ―Contractors Say Stimulus Has 

Been Slow to Kick In,‖ The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #14: Obama Insisted Stimulus Funding Decisions Would Be Merit-Based. ―‗Decisions about 
how recovery money will be spent will be based on the merits,‘ Mr. Obama said.‖ (Jeff Zeleny, ―Obama Outlines 

Plan To Help Prevent Waste In Economic Stimulus Package,‖ The New York Times, 3/20/09) 
 

 REALITY: But Stimulus Money Skipping “Unsafe Or Decaying Bridges” For “Spans That Are 
Already In Good Shape.” ―Tens of thousands of unsafe or decaying bridges carrying 100 million 
drivers a day must wait for repairs because states are spending stimulus money on spans that are 
already in good shape or on easier projects like repaving roads ... In all, 1,286 deficient or obsolete 
bridges are expected to share $2.2 billion in stimulus money for repairs, the AP analysis shows. 
But that‘s less than 1 percent of the more than 150,000 bridges nationwide that engineers have 
labeled deficient or obsolete. Of those, more than 39,000 are considered the worst, rated poor in at 
least one structural component and eligible to be replaced with federal money.‖(Brett J. Blackledge and 

Matt Apuzzo, ―Stimulus Cash Not Fixing Dangerous Bridges,‖ The Associated Press, 7/31/09) 
 

CLAIM #15:  Obama Promised Hardest Hit Areas Of Nation Would Be Helped By Stimulus. ―[The 
stimulus] includes help for those hardest hit by our economic crisis … As a whole, this plan will help poor 

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=8106911
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=8106911
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-and-Vice-President-at-the-Department-of-Transportation/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-and-Vice-President-at-the-Department-of-Transportation/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/21/us/21lobby.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/21/us/21lobby.html
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/07/30/contractors-say-stimulus-has-been-slow-to-kick-in
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/21/us/21lobby.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/31/national/main5199914.shtml
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and working Americans pull themselves into the middle class in a way we haven‘t seen in nearly 50 years.‖ 
(President Barack Obama, Remarks At The Signing Of The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act, Denver, CO, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: States With Low Unemployment Receiving More Stimulus Funds Per Capita Than 
States With High Unemployment. ―Nevada, where unemployment stood at about 10% when the 
plan was passed, is getting $541 for each resident from the stimulus money allocated so far, a Wall 
Street Journal analysis found. Wyoming, where the 3.9% jobless rate was the lowest in the country 
in February, is getting $1,074 per person.‖ (Louise Radnofsky, ―Some Hard-Hit States Get Less Stimulus,‖ The 

Wall Street Journal, 7/1/09) 
 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #16: Obama Promised Stimulus Would Have “Responsibility and Accountability.” ―‗What I will 
need from [U.S. Mayors] is unprecedented responsibility and accountability on all of our parts,‘ Obama 
said. ‗The American people are watching.‘‖ (Michael D. Shear, ―Obama To Watch Cities‘ Stimulus Spending,‖ The 

Washington Post, 2/21/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Says Transparency, Oversight Lacking When Keeping Track of Stimulus’ 
Effectiveness. ―The Government Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency 
and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. 
The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy 
under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure 
performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, 

―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 
 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #17: Obama Claimed Stimulus “Rescued Our Economy From Catastrophe.”  ―‗While we‘ve 
rescued our economy from catastrophe, we‘ve also begun to build a new foundation for growth,‘ Obama 
told reporters. ‗That‘s why we passed an unprecedented Recovery Act less than a month after I took 
office.‘‖  (―Obama Cautious Despite Unemployment Cheer,‖ Reuters, 8/7/09) 
 

 REALITY: Local Governments Are Years Away From Feeling Effects Of Any Economic 
Recovery.  ―Amy Liu, deputy director of Brookings‘ metropolitan policy program, said the ‗recovery 
is highly uneven around the country,‘ and noted that local governments, dependent on sales and 
property tax revenue, can be as much as two years behind the national economy in feeling the 
effect of a recovery.‖  (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional Quarterly, 

8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #18: Obama Claimed Stimulus Already Producing Results In Nevada. ―‗One hundred days 
later, we are already seeing results,‘ President Barack Obama said during a visit to Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada.‖ (―Obama Upbeat, But Stimulus Cash Slow,‖ McClatchy, 8/19/09)  
 

 REALITY: Nevada’s Stimulus Overseer Says Funds Going To State “Very Deficient.” ―In 
Nevada, where President Barack Obama made a major speech touting the achievements of the 
stimulus plan, the state‘s share of stimulus money is ‗very deficient,‘ said Nevada‘s stimulus czar 
Mendy Elliott. ‗We are certainly grateful for the help that we received but the fact of the matter is ... 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-and-Vice-President-at-Signing-of-the-American-Recovery-an/
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124640397606976419.html
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124640397606976419.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022003748.html?hpid=topnews&sid=ST2009022100948
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/20/AR2009022003748.html?hpid=topnews&sid=ST2009022100948
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSTRE5765R820090807?pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=0
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.denverpost.com/ci_12463378
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there should have been some thoughtfulness.‘ Unemployment in the state stood at 11.3% last 
month.‖ (Louise Radnofsky, ―Some Hard-Hit States Get Less Stimulus,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/1/09) 

 

CLAIM #19: According To Obama, Latest Economic Indicators Show Positive Results From 
Stimulus. ―The GDP also revealed that in the last few months the economy has done measurably better 
than we had thought,‖ he said. ―Better than expected. And as many economists will tell you that part of the 
progress is directly attributable to the Recovery Act.‖ (Jake Tapper, ―President Obama: GDP Shows Economy Headed 

in Right Direction,‖ ABC News’ ―Political Punch‖ Blog, 7/31/09) 
 

 REALITY: Not Enough Stimulus Spending To Claim Any Credit For Positive Economic 
Indicators. ―For the most part, too few projects have been started and data are too scattered to 
indicate how many jobs the package has added. Only $73 billion of the act‘s $499 billion in direct 
spending measures had been dispensed by the end of July.‖ (Amanda Ruggeri, ―Mixed, Incomplete 

Economic Results So Far On Obama‘s Stimulus,‖ U.S. News and World Report, 8/7/09) 
 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124640397606976419.html
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/07/president-obama-gdp-shows-economy-headed-in-right-direction.html
http://www.usnews.com/articles/news/stimulus/2009/08/07/mixed-incomplete-economic-results-so-far-on-obamas-stimulus.html
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VICE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #20: Biden Said Stimulus Created Jobs That Would Not Have Been Created Otherwise. ―‗The 
bottom line is that jobs are being created that would not have been there before,‘ Biden said.‖ (Despite Job 

Losses, Stimulus Works, Biden Says,‖ The Associated Press, 6/15/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 Million 
Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

CLAIM #21: Biden Claimed Stimulus Would Create Tens Of Thousands Of Jobs Through 
Weatherization Programs.  ―Also yesterday, Biden and Energy Secretary Steven Chu detailed a chunk of 
the stimulus cash - $8 billion for weatherization and energy efficiency programs that they say will put 
87,000 Americans to work and save families hundreds of dollars a year on their energy bills. The first 
installment of the funding - about $780 million - is to be released in the next few days, they said.‖ (Obama to 

States: Use Stimulus Cash Well; Vows To Penalize Wasteful,‖ The Boston Globe, 3/13/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Weatherization Programs “Will Do Little To Create Long-Term Employment.” ―The 
massive government stimulus program now being organized by the Obama administration has 
specifically designated about $5 billion for the various state weatherization programs. But critics 
say the program will do little to create long-term employment and is vulnerable to fraud.‖ (Drew Griffin 

and Scott Bronstein, ―Stimulus Steers Billions To ‗Weatherizing‘ Homes,‖ CNNPolitics.com, 4/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #22: Biden Claims That Model Used To Calculate Their Job Claims Is Widely Accepted. 
BIDEN: ―[T]here's an econometric model that economists have been using for decades to correlate the 
economic circumstances of the nation with the creation of jobs. It is a model no one has questioned, it's a 
model the council of economic advisors used to come up with that 150,000 jobs. But in fact -- and by the 
way, I think we're going to create another 600,000 jobs in the next hundred days ...‖ (NBC's ―Meet the Press,‖ 

6/14/09) 
 

 REALITY: Obama Administration's Jobs Claim Is “Figure That Is So Murky It Can Never Be 
Verified.” ―Obama faces souring public opinion over his handling of the economy, which has shed 
1.6 million jobs since the stimulus was signed in February. That total has far overshadowed White 
House announcements estimating the effort has saved 150,000 jobs, a figure that is so murky it 
can never be verified.‖ (Brett J. Blackledge & Matt Apuzzo, ―Spin Meter: Obama's New 'Accelerated' Recovery 

Plan Is Neither New Nor Accelerated,‖ The Associated Press, 6/9/09) 
 

CLAIM #23: Biden Claimed Stimulus Would Create Jobs “That Can’t Be Outsourced.” “This energy 
efficiency funding for states is an important investment in making America more energy independent, 
creating a cleaner economy and creating more jobs for the 21st century that can‘t be outsourced.‖ (The White 

House, ―Administration Announces Nearly $8 Billion in Weatherization Funding and Energy Efficiency Grants,‖ 3/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 

http://www.boston.com/business/articles/2009/06/15/despite_job_losses_stimulus_works_biden_says
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2009/03/13/obama_to_states_use_stimulus_cash_well
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/04/14/stimulus.weatherization/index.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=7789916
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Administration-Announces-Nearly-8-Billion-in-Weatherization-Funding-and-Energy-Eff/
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because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #24: Biden Claimed Construction Projects Getting Started As Soon As Possible. ―Road 
projects, energy projects and construction projects are being started as soon as they pass review, contracts 
are competitively bid and reporting systems are in place.‖ (Joe Biden, ―What You Might Not Know About The 

Recovery,‖ The New York Times, 7/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: Construction Industry Disappointed With Low Amount Of Stimulus Funds For 
Roads, Leading To Very Few Jobs Actually Being Created. ―Much of the $787 billion in a 
federal program to spur the economy was supposed to pour like mixed concrete onto American 
roads, bridges, and construction sites. So far, though, the amount of money funneling into US 
construction zones is less than expected.  ... Judging by a survey within the trade association, 
Sandherr says, relatively few new jobs are being created by the stimulus.‖  (Mark Trumbull, ―Contractors 

Say Stimulus Has Been Slow To Kick In,‖ The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #25:  Biden Said Stimulus Funds Not Stuck In Bureaucratic “Red Tape Or Delays.” ―The 
bottom line is that two-thirds of the Recovery Act doesn‘t finance ‗programs,‘ but goes directly to tax cuts, 
state governments and families in need, without red tape or delays.‖ (Joe Biden, ―What You Might Not Know About 

the Recovery,‖ The New York Times, 7/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: Shovel-Ready Projects Haven’t Been Allowed To Start. ―As of July 10, more than 
3,600 of the 5,600 road projects approved by Washington -- including six of the 10 largest 
approved projects -- had not been given the green light to start construction ... In Florida, not a 
single highway project had been given the go-ahead to start construction by July 10 -- even though 
the state, with an unemployment rate of 10.6%, had 272 projects valued at more than $1 billion 
approved by the federal government.‖ (Don Lee, ―Highway Spending Isn‘t The Stimulus It Was Envisioned To 

Be,‖ The Los Angeles Times, 7/20/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #26: Biden Said Stimulus Funds Would Be “Closely Watched” To Ensure Effective Use Of 
Money. ―‗I know it‘s the Christmas season, but President-elect Obama and I are absolutely, absolutely 
determined that this economic recovery package will not become a Christmas tree,‘ Biden said. ‗Every 
dollar will be closely watched to make sure it‘s being used in an effective manner.‘‖ (Jeanne Sahadi, Obama 

Closing In On Stimulus Funds,‖ CNNMoney.com, 2/18/09) 
 

 REALITY: Biden Admitted Stimulus Funds Will Be Wasted. ―‗We know some of this money is 
going to be wasted,‘ Biden said during a roundtable discussion in New York with business leaders 
aimed at promoting the two-year stimulus plan.‖ (Pedro Nicolaci da Costa, ―Biden Says Some Waste 

Inevitable Part of Stimulus,‖ Reuters, 6/2/09) 
 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/07/30/contractors-say-stimulus-has-been-slow-to-kick-in
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-stimulus20-2009jul20,0,4371369.story
http://money.cnn.com/2008/12/23/news/economy/biden__summers_stimulus/index.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSTRE5516HE20090602
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CLAIM #27: Biden Suggested Stimulus Funds Not Awarded To Projects Without Merit. ―Taxpayers 
should know that we have not hesitated to reject proposals that have failed to meet our merit-based 
standards.‖ (Joe Biden, ―What You Might Not Know About the Recovery,‖ The New York Times, 7/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: Biden Admitted Stimulus Funds Will Be Wasted. ―‗We know some of this money is 
going to be wasted,‘ Biden said during a roundtable discussion in New York with business leaders 
aimed at promoting the two-year stimulus plan.‖ (Pedro Nicolaci da Costa, ―Biden Says Some Waste 

Inevitable Part of Stimulus,‖ Reuters, 6/2/09) 
 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #28: Biden Claimed Stimulus Has “High Level of Transparency And Accountability.” ―More 
than 30,000 projects have been approved, and thousands are already posted on recovery.gov -- providing 
a high level of transparency and accountability.‖ (Joe Biden, ―What You Might Not Know About The Recovery,‖ The 

New York Times, 7/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Report Said Transparency, Oversight Lacking In Stimulus. ―The Government 
Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency and better oversight is needed to 
track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. The report noted that keeping 
track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy under the current methods. 
‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure performance under Recovery Act-
funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, ―GAO: More Transparency Needed To 

Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 
 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #29: Biden Said Stimulus Means “Return Of Hope.” ―Moreover, Biden said, recovery is ‗more 
than just a compilation of statistics; it‘s the return of hope and optimism about the future that comes with 
making life better for communities and families across the country.‘‖ (David Lightman, ―Stimulus Funds Being Spent 

Slowly,‖ The Miami Herald, 5/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: No Hope Among Americans That Stimulus Is Helping To End Recession.  ―Six 
months after President Obama launched a $787 billion plan to right the nation‘s economy, a 
majority of Americans think the avalanche of new federal aid has cost too much and done too little 
to end the recession.‖  (Brad Heath, ―Poll: 57% Don‘t See Stimulus Working,‖ USA Today, 8/17/09) 

 

CLAIM #30: Biden Claimed Stimulus Was Never Intended To Be Economic “Jolt.” ―But the act was 
intended to provide steady support for our economy over an extended period -- not a jolt that would last 
only a few months.‖ (Joe Biden, ―What You Might Not Know About The Recovery,‖ The New York Times, 7/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: Obama Said In February That Stimulus Would “Jolt Our Economy Back To Life.” 
―Obama defended the role of government in the recovery process, saying that ‗with the private 
sector so weakened by this recession, the federal government is the only entity left with the 
resources to jolt our economy back to life.‘‖ (Anne E. Komblut and Michael Fletcher, ―Obama Says Economic 

Crisis Comes First,‖ The Washington Post, 2/10/09) 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSTRE5516HE20090602
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/1069055.html?storylink=mirelated
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/2009-08-16-stimulus-poll_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/26/opinion/26biden.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/02/09/AR2009020903430.html
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CLAIM #31: Biden Said Stimulus Was Intended To Help Nation “Climb Out” Of Recession. ―[The 
stimulus] was not intended to pull us out of the ditch we were pushed into eight years ago, but to prevent us 
from going deeper in and begin to climb out.‖ (Michael Sluss, ―Biden Touts Stimulus in Pitch to VA,‖ The Roanoke 

Times, 8/11/09)   
 

 REALITY: Over Next Year, Millions Of Americans Will Not See Any Benefits From Recovery.  
―But the same data also explain why any recovery isn‘t going to feel like one anytime soon for 
millions of Americans. Its existence will be confirmed by statistics, but, over at least the next year, 
the benefits are unlikely to materialize in the form of higher wages or tax receipts or more jobs. ‗It‘s 
going to be a recovery only a statistician can love,‘ Wells Fargo senior economist Mark Vitner said.‖ 
(Annys Shin, ―‗A Recovery Only A Statistician Can Love,‘‖ The Washington Post, 8/12/09) 

 

CLAIM #32: According To Biden, Stimulus Has “Put The Brakes On The Recession.” ―Biden said the 
administration‘s efforts have helped ‗put the brakes on the recession‘ and reminded the audience of how far 
they have come since the economy‘s bottom fell out.‖ (―Biden: Stimulus ‗Put The Brakes‘ On Recession,‖ Chicago 

Breaking News Center, 7/31/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Had Nothing To Do With Smaller-Than Expected Economic Contraction. 
―The nation's economy is starting to rebound, but the Obama administration's massive stimulus 
package had little to do with it. The gross domestic product contracted at an annual rate of 1%, a 
significantly slower decline than the past two quarters. Economists had expected a drop of 1.5%.  
While government spending at all levels increased in the second quarter, only a small amount of 
the $787 billion stimulus package had trickled out by June 30.‖  (Tami Luhby, ―Stimulus Has Yet To Really 

Boost GDP,‖ CNNMoney.com, 7/31/09) 
 

CLAIM #33: Biden Claimed Stimulus Kept People From Falling Into “Deep Black Hole.” Vice 
President Joseph Biden defended the Obama administration‘s efforts to spur growth with its stimulus 
package, saying it has kept people from falling into a ‗deep black hole.‘‖ (―Biden: Stimulus ‗Put The Brakes‘ On 

Recession,‖ Chicago Breaking News Center, 7/31/09) 
 

 REALITY: America May Have “Jobless Recovery.” ―Moreover, experience of recent economic 
recoveries (particularly following the brief 2001 recession) suggests the possibility of a ‗jobless 
recovery.‘ The chance of a jobless economic recovery this time around is heightened by the 
tendency of companies to reduce employees‘ working hours and to bolster their reliance on part-
time workers.‖ (―Joblessness Will Hinder U.S. Recovery,‖ Forbes, 8/5/09) 

 

CLAIM #34: Biden Said “Widely Held View” Is That Stimulus Is Working. ―After meeting with economic 
advisers Tuesday, Vice President Joseph Biden said, ‗It‘s a fairly widespread and widely held view that the 
recovery act is working.‘‖ (David Lightman, ―Stimulus Funds Being Spent Slowly,‖ The Miami Herald, 5/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Former Clinton Secretary Of Labor Says “There’s No Evidence That This 
Economy Is Doing Much Better.” ROBERT REICH: ―Anybody who says we‘re out of the woods 
or moving out of the woods has got to be lost at sea. I mean there‘s no evidence that this economy 
is doing much better. The best that can be said is that we‘re getting worse more slowly, and that is 
a small consolation for people who are losing their jobs.‖ (ABC News‘ ―This Week,‖ 8/23/09) 

 

http://www.roanoke.com/politics/wb/212127
http://www.roanoke.com/politics/wb/212127
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/08/11/AR2009081100988.html?hpid=topnews
http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2009/07/biden-says-stimulus-has-slowed-recession.html
http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2009/07/biden-says-stimulus-has-slowed-recession.html
http://money.cnn.com/2009/07/31/news/economy/stimulus_GDP/?postversion=2009073114
http://www.chicagobreakingnews.com/2009/07/biden-says-stimulus-has-slowed-recession.html
http://www.forbes.com/2009/08/04/unemployment-bernanke-congress-business-washington-oxford.html
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/1069055.html?storylink=mirelated
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CLAIM #35:  Biden Said Stimulus Is Working “Without Reservation.” ―Vice President Joe Biden, put in 
charge of keeping waste and fraud out of the $787 billion economic stimulus package, declared today 
‗without reservation‘ that the recovery plan is working.‖ (Foon Rhee, ―Biden: Recovery Plan is Working,‖ The Boston 

Globe, 8/4/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 Million 
Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

http://www.boston.com/news/politics/politicalintelligence/2009/08/biden_recovery.html
http://www.boston.com/news/politics/politicalintelligence/2009/08/biden_recovery.html
http://www.bls.gov/
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ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #36: Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner Said Stimulus Was Necessary To Prevent Job 
Losses. ―The stimulus plan, [Geithner] said, ‗was necessary and critically important to reduce the risk that 
we‘d see hundreds of thousands losses of jobs and we‘d see million of job losses beyond this point and see 
thousands of more business fail unnecessarily.‘‖ (Anne Flaherty, ―Geithner Defends Stimulus, Calls For Derivatives 

Regulation,‖ The Associated Press, 7/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: CBO Said High Unemployment Will Not End Anytime Soon. ―However, Douglas 
Elmendorf, the director of the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, was more cautious in his 
State of the Economy review to the House Budget Committee last week. ‗The economy will stop 
contracting and resume growing during the second half of this year,‘ he said, ‗but the hardships 
caused by the recession will persist for some time …‘ In addition, Elmendorf predicted, 
unemployment is expected to peak at 10.5 percent in the second half of next year.‖ (David Lightman, 

―Stimulus Funds Being Spent Slowly,‖ The Miami Herald, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #37: Geithner Stated Stimulus On “Expected Path.” ―Despite persistently high unemployment, 
Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner said Friday the Obama administration‘s economic stimulus plan is on 
the ‗expected path.‘ ‗There‘s been substantial improvements in arresting what was the worst recession 
globally we‘ve seen in generations,‘ Geithner told lawmakers Friday.‖ (―Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner Says 

Economic Stimulus On Expected Path,‖ The Associated Press, 7/10/09) 
 

 Stimulus Fails To Create Jobs Despite Obama Administration's Predictions Of “Boom In 
Job Creation.” ―[T]wo of [Obama's] chief economic advisers, and leading proponents of a stimulus 
bill, predicted that the passage of a large economic-aid package would boost the economy and 
keep the unemployment rate below 8%. It hasn't quite worked out that way. … What has not come 
to pass, however, is the boom in job creation that Romer and Bernstein predicted. A little over a 
month ago, the Administration said the stimulus bill had created or saved 150,000 jobs. That's a far 
cry from the 3 million to 4 million jobs that Romer and Bernstein foresaw back in January.‖ (Stephen 

Gandel, ―Obama's Stimulus Plan: Failing by Its Own Measure,‖ 
Timehttp://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1910208,00.html, 7/14/09) 

 

CLAIM #38: National Economic Council Director Larry Summers Claimed Stimulus Will Prevent 
Unemployment From Reaching 10 Percent. ―[Summers] added that the package will probably prevent 
the unemployment rate from going above 10 percent, after it reached 7.6 percent in January.‖ (Rich Miller and 

Matthew Benjamin, ―Summers Obama Mortgage Plan To Focus On Reducing Payments,‖ Bloomberg, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Now Obama Administration Admits Unemployment Could Hit 10 Percent. 
―Administration officials and the Federal Reserve all predict that unemployment could climb above 
10 percent and is not likely to start edging down until some time in 2010.‖ (Edmund L. Andrews, 

―Economists See A Limited Boost From Stimulus,‖ The New York Times, 8/6/09)  
 

CLAIM #39: Summers Insisted “You Can Count The Jobs” Created By Stimulus, Including Teaching 
Jobs. ―You can count the jobs, the 14,000 jobs, teacher‘s jobs in Florida, the jobs saved across the country 
of cops and teachers.  You can see it in the other people whose state and local governments haven‘t laid 

http://www.usatoday.com/money/companies/regulation/2009-07-10-geithner_N.htm
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/1069055.html?storylink=mirelated
http://www.cleveland.com/business/index.ssf/2009/07/treasury_secretary_timothy_gei_4.html
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1910208,00.html
http://bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601087&sid=aePsO6MbBSVE&refer=home
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/07/business/economy/07stimulus.html?hp
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off.  You can see it in the contracts and the hiring for construction projects.‖ (NBC‘s ―Meet the Press‖ Transcript 

for August 2, 2009, MSNBC.com, 8/2/09) 
 

 CBS News Says It's Impossible To Verify Administration's Job Claims. Wyatt Andrews: 
―[H]ere's the reality: those 150,000 jobs are a guess ...‖ Maya MacGuineas, President of the 
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget: ―There's no way that an economist no matter how 
good can say, 'this stimulus package created this many jobs.' It's just a jump that you can't make 
with any certainty ... It would be absolutely impossible to measure with any precision how many 
people have kept their jobs.‖ (CBS Evening News, 6/11/09) 

 

CLAIM #40:  Biden’s Economic Adviser, Jared Bernstein Said Unemployment Would Have Risen 
Faster Without Stimulus. ―The fact that the unemployment rate is going up or the fact that we are losing 
jobs, again, should not be taken as evidence that the plan is ineffective,‖ Bernstein said. ―To the contrary, 
the unemployment rate would rise more quickly, job loss would be deeper in the absence of the act.‖ 
(―Economic Stimulus Has Created, Saved 150,000 Jobs: White House,‖ Reuters, 5/27/09) 
 

 REALITY: White House Said Unemployment Would Reach 8 Percent This Year Without 
Stimulus, But Even With Stimulus, July Unemployment Was 9.4%. (Jake Tapper, ―President Obama 

Predicts Unemployment Will Hit 10% This Year,‖ ABC News' Political Punch Blog, 6/16/09; U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/26/09) 

 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #41: In February, Summers Claimed Effects Of Stimulus Would “Begin Almost Immediately.” 
CNN‘S WOLF BLITZER: ―It‘s a tough call, obviously, right now for these members of Congress. But if the 
president gets his way and gets this package approved, he signs it into law, how soon before the American 
public starts to feel results, the creation of jobs?‖ LARRY SUMMERS: ―You‘ll see the effects begin almost 
immediately.‖ (CNN‘s ―The Situation Room,‖ 2/9/09) 
 

 REALITY: Now Summers Argues Stimulus Intended To “Play Out In The Next Couple Of 
Years.” LARRY SUMMERS: ―The administration‘s report was very clear that the stimulus would 
build over time, that less than 10% of the job creation would take place during 2009, that the 
largest impacts would be felt as the program took effect, as all of those projects got started ... the 
stimulus bill is a bill that‘s largely going to play out in the next couple of years.‖ (NBC‘s ―Meet The 

Press,‖ 8/2/09) 
 

CLAIM #42: CEA Chair Christina Romer Said Stimulus Money Being Spent Quickly. ―The money is 
absolutely going out the door quickly.‖ (Mark Silva, ―Stimulus Has Slowed U.S. Economic Decline, Obama Advisor Says,‖ 

The Los Angeles Times, 8/6/09) 
 

 REALITY: Brookings’ Institution Scholar Says Stimulus Funds Moving Too Slow. ―‗It‘s just 
taken too long to get it going,‘ said Barry Bosworth, a senior fellow in Brookings‘ economic studies 
program.  He said the program, a mixture of discretionary spending, tax cuts and state aid, did little 
to boost business investment.‖  (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional 

Quarterly, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #43: Romer Claimed Stimulus Would Make Economy “Turn The Corner And We Will Start 
Adding Jobs.” ROMER: ―I think we certainly are experiencing a very severe downturn, but I think with this 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/32241917/ns/meet_the_press
http://www.reuters.com/article/ousiv/idUSTRE54Q5S120090527
http://blogs.abcnews.com/politicalpunch/2009/06/president-obama-predicts-%0d%0a%20unemployment-will-hit-10-this-year.html
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-obama-economy7-2009aug07,0,2826302.story
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
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action, together with the actions that Secretary Geithner announced yesterday, we will turn the corner and 
we will start adding jobs, rather than losing them at more than half a million a month, like we have been for 
the last four months.‖ (Fox Business News‘ ―Happy Hour,‖ 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Now Romer Argues Economy Has Yet To “Hit Bottom,” Recovery Will Be Slow. 
ROMER: ―[W]e still have a ways to go before we hit bottom and certainly it‘s going to be a long 
hard slog getting out of this.‖ (CNN‘s ―State Of The Union,‖ 8/2/09) 

 

CLAIM #44: OMB Director Peter Orszag Said Stimulus Funds Must Be Spent Quickly And Wisely. ―If 
we are to achieve the president‘s goal of creating or saving 3.5 million jobs through this legislation, we need 
to make sure the money goes out quickly and also wisely.‖  (―Stimulus Money Must Be Spent Quickly, Wisely: 

Orszag,‖ Reuters, 2/25/09) 
 

 REALITY: In Five Months Following Signing Of Stimulus Bill, Just 10 Percent Of Money Had 
Been Spent. ―Nearly five months after President Obama signed the $787 billion stimulus bill, a still-
worsening economy has many wondering if stimulus is a bunch of baloney. … With August quickly 
approaching, roughly $75 billion, or 10% of stimulus funds, have been paid out, and the 
unemployment rate has already risen to 9.5%.‖ (David Goldman, ―Stimulus: Progress Or Broken Promise?‖ 

CNN, 7/7/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #45: Summers Stated Stimulus Funds Would Be Monitored Closely. ―Investments will be 
chosen strategically based on what yields the highest rate of return for the economy and monitored closely 
not just by officials but also by the public as government becomes more transparent. We expect to evaluate 
and to be evaluated rigorously to ensure that Washington is held accountable for how tax dollars are 
spent.‖ (Lawrence Summers, Op-Ed, ―Obama‘s Down Payment: A Stimulus Must Aim for Long-Term Results,‖ The Washington 

Post, 12/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Says Transparency, Oversight Lacking. ―The Government Accountability Office 
said in a report that increased transparency and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money 
being sent to state and local governments. The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money 
and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about 
how to count jobs and measure performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report 
said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, ―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox 

Business, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #46: Romer Said Stimulus Spending Had To “Satisfy Genuine Needs.” ―At a time when the 
budget deficit was already large, we could not afford to create jobs by digging ditches and filling them in. 
Government spending had to satisfy genuine needs and leave us with useful public investments.‖ (Christina 

D. Romer, Chair, Council of Economic Advisers, ―So, Is It Working? An Assessment Of The American Recovery And 
Reinvestment Act At The Five-Month Mark,‖ Statement Before The Economic Club Of Washington D.C., Washington, D.C., 
8/6/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Funds Going Toward Art Houses Showing “Underground Pornography.” 
―The National Endowment for the Arts may be spending some of the money it received from the 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act to fund nude simulated-sex dances, Saturday night ‗pervert‘ 

http://www.cnbc.com/id/29387787
http://money.cnn.com/2009/07/06/news/economy/arra_stimulus_payouts/index.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/26/AR2008122601299.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/12/26/AR2008122601299.html
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/cea/chair-remarks-08062009
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revues and the airing of pornographic horror films at art houses in San Francisco.‖ (Joseph Abrams, 

―Stimulus Bill Funds Go To Art Houses Showing ‗Pervert‘ Revues, Underground Pornography,‖ Fox News, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #47: Romer Claimed Stimulus Money Being “Incredibly Well-Spent.” MSNBC‘S DYLAN 
RATIGAN: ―What is the cost in your mind of the trillions that were put at the government level in order to 
basically pull the parachute?‖ CHRISTINA ROMER: ―I think it was money incredibly well-spent.‖ (MSNBC‘s 

―Morning Meeting,‖ 7/31/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Money Going To Fix Roads That Don’t Need Repairs. ―Tens of thousands 
of unsafe or decaying bridges carrying 100 million drivers a day must wait for repairs because 
states are spending stimulus money on spans that are already in good shape or on easier projects 
like repaving roads …‖ (Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, ―Stimulus Cash Not Fixing Dangerous Bridges,‖ The 

Associated Press, 7/31/09) 
 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #48: Romer Said Stimulus Resulted In “Good Employment Bang” For Amount Spent. ―‗The 
president aimed for a package that was large and got good employment bang for the fiscal buck,‘ the 
president‘s advisor said.‖ (Mark Silva, ―Stimulus Has Slowed U.S. Economic Decline, Obama Advisor Says,‖ The Los 

Angeles Times, 8/6/09) 
 

 REALITY: Construction Industry Disappointed With Low Amount Of Stimulus Funds For 
Roads, Leading To Very Few Jobs Actually Being Created. ―Much of the $787 billion in a 
federal program to spur the economy was supposed to pour like mixed concrete onto American 
roads, bridges, and construction sites. So far, though, the amount of money funneling into US 
construction zones is less than expected.  ... Judging by a survey within the trade association, 
Sandherr says, relatively few new jobs are being created by the stimulus.‖ (Mark Trumbull, ―Contractors 

Say Stimulus Has Been Slow To Kick In,‖ The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #49: Romer Claimed Stimulus Money Aimed At Infrastructure And Construction. ―We know a 
big part of the stimulus package was aimed at infrastructure, at construction more generally.‖ (CNBC‘s 

―Closing Bell,‖ 7/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Infrastructure Projects Receiving Very Small Percentage Of Stimulus Funds. 
―According to the report, 90% of the money distributed has come in the form of increased federal 
education and health-care grants to state governments. This money has helped many state 
governments to partially offset budget shortfalls. A much smaller portion has been spent on 
transportation infrastructure projects, the GAO said.‖ (Corey Boles, ―Flow Of Stimulus Funds Slightly 

Exceeds Forecast,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/8/09) 
 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #50: Romer Said Stimulus “Changing The Trajectory Of The Economy.” ―‗Absolutely‘ the 
stimulus is working, said Ms. Romer. ‗The Recovery Act … is helping to slow the decline, and change the 
trajectory of the economy,‘ she added.‖ (Peter Grier, ―‗Absolutely‘ the Stimulus is Working, Romer Says,‖ The Christian 

Science Monitor, 8/6/09) 
 

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,535608,00.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/31/national/main5199914.shtml
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/31/national/main5199914.shtml
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-obama-economy7-2009aug07,0,2826302.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-obama-economy7-2009aug07,0,2826302.story
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/07/30/contractors-say-stimulus-has-been-slow-to-kick-in
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124698265628806371.html
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/08/06/absolutely-the-stimulus-is-working-romer-says
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/08/06/absolutely-the-stimulus-is-working-romer-says
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 REALITY: White House Press Secretary Admits Very Few Places Have Seen Positive 
Changes In Unemployment. ―I think you could probably count on one or two hands the places 
where the unemployment rate has improved in those few months.‖ (Robert Gibbs, Remarks At White 

House Press Briefing, Washington, DC, 8/4/09) 
 
 

CLAIM #51:  In February, Geithner Said Stimulus Would Provide “Immediate Response To The 
Current Crisis.”  ―‗We view our economic recovery plan, our financial stability plan and now this 
homeowner affordability plan as three legs to the same stool -- an integrated whole that represents our 
immediate response to the current crisis.‘‖ (Pete Kasperowicz, ―Geithner Touts $8,000 Homebuyer Tax Credit,‖ Reuters, 

2/25/09) 
 

 REALITY: Geithner Now Argues Economy Long Way From Recovery, “Ultimate Test” Of 
Stimulus Yet To Be Met. GEITHNER: ―I think we have a ways to go ... Unemployment is very high 
in this country ... We need recovery to be built on private demand, private spending. Businesses 
taking a chance in the American economy. Putting investments to work, starting to rebuild their 
employment base. That‘s the ultimate test for recovery.‖ (ABC News‘ ―This Week,‖ 8/2/09) 

 

CLAIM #52: Geithner Claimed That Without Stimulus “Too Many People Will Lose Their Jobs.” ―It is 
essential for every American to understand that the battle for economic recovery must be fought on two 
fronts. We have to both jumpstart job creation and private investment, and we must get credit flowing again 
to businesses and families. Without a powerful Economic Recovery Act, too many Americans will lose their 
jobs and too many businesses will fail.‖ (―Text Of Geithner‘s Remarks,‖ Market Watch, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Obama’s Press Secretary Admits Very Few Places Have Seen Positive Changes In 
Unemployment. ―I think you could probably count on one or two hands the places where the 
unemployment rate has improved in those few months.‖ (Robert Gibbs, Remarks At White House Press 

Briefing, Washington, DC 8/4/09) 

 

CLAIM #53: Romer Said “We Always Knew” Results From Stimulus Would Not Be Seen Right Away. 
―We always knew we were not going to get all that much fiscal impact during the first five to six months. 
The big impact starts to hit from about now onwards,‖ she said (Krishna Guha, ―Romer Upbeat On US Economy,‖ 

Financial Times, 6/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Obama Pledged Back In January That Stimulus Money Would Go Out The Door 
Immediately To Create Jobs. ―And that is why I hope to sign an American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Plan into law in the next few weeks. Most of the money we‘re investing as part of this 
plan will get out the door immediately and go directly to job-creation, generating or saving three to 
four million new jobs.‖  (The White House, ―Remarks of President Barack Obama on the Economy,‖ Press 

Release, 1/28/09) 
 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Briefing-by-White-House-Press-Secretary-Robert-Gibbs-8/4/09/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Briefing-by-White-House-Press-Secretary-Robert-Gibbs-8/4/09/
http://www.forbes.com/feeds/afx/2009/02/25/afx%0d%0a%206094675.html
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/text-geithners-remarks-treasury-secretary-tim?print=true&dist=printMidSection
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Briefing-by-White-House-Press-Secretary-Robert-Gibbs-8/4/09/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Briefing-by-White-House-Press-Secretary-Robert-Gibbs-8/4/09/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/2cb7a6a8-641a-11de-a818-00144feabdc0.html
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceos_at_the_white_house/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ceos_at_the_white_house/
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CONGRESSIONAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERSHIP 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #54: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) Said Stimulus Will “Save Millions Of Jobs.” ―The 
Congress and the President understand the deep apprehension that the American people feel - about their 
jobs, their health care, and the economic security of their families. Congress has responded with swift, bold, 
and sweeping legislation that will help create and save millions of jobs and transform our nation, with tough 
accountability and transparency.‖ (―Pelosi Statement On President Obama Signing Economic Recovery Legislation,‖ 

Reuters, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over the last six 
months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, including the 
military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job gains over 
the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to wipe out all 
job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy is Even Worse Than 

You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #55: House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) Said Stimulus Will “Put Americans Back To 
Work.” ―President Obama‘s signing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act set in motion today 
an aggressive plan to put Americans back to work and jumpstart our ailing economy. In Maryland, we will 
see the impact of this plan in tax cuts for individuals and small businesses; investments in infrastructure, 
education and critical public services; and assistance for Marylanders squeezed the most in this economic 
downturn.‖ (Rep. Steny Hoyer, ―Hoyer Statement On President‘s Signing Of American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press 

Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Maryland’s Unemployment Rate Now At Historic 26 Year High. ―Maryland‘s 
unemployment rate rose to 7.3 percent last month - the worst it‘s been in a generation - as the 
national recession continued to eat away at the state‘s job base.  Employers cut 1,100 jobs last 
month, the Labor Department said Friday. … Not since 1983 has the unemployment rate been so 
high.‖ (Jamie Smith Hopkins, ―Maryland Unemployment Rate Rises To 7.3 Percent,‖ The Baltimore Sun, 7/18/09) 

 

CLAIM #56: Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) Claimed Stimulus Would Be Good For 
Nevada. ―This recovery package is going to be good for Nevada… It will create jobs in our state while 
improving our roads, bridges and public transportation. It also cuts taxes for working families who are 
struggling just to get by.  And tax incentives will create renewable energy jobs, putting Nevadans to work 
turning our abundant natural resources into the energy we need to power our state.‖ (Sen. Harry Reid, ―Reid: 

Economic Recovery Package Will Create Nevada Jobs, Help Struggling Families And Strengthen The Economy,‖ Press 
Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Unemployment In Nevada In July Was 12.5 Percent, Up From 10 Percent In 
February When Stimulus Was Passed. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #57: Reid Said Stimulus Would Create “Good-Paying Jobs Here At Home.” ―The plan we 
passed tonight will strengthen our economy by creating millions of good-paying jobs here at home; deliver 
tax relief for 95% of workers and invest in America‘s future by fixing our communities‘ roads and bridges, 

http://www.reuters.com/article/pressRelease/idUS250426+17-Feb-2009+PRN20090217
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
http://www.hoyer.house.gov/Newsroom/index.asp?ID=1346&DocumentType=Press+Release
http://www.hoyer.house.gov/Newsroom/index.asp?ID=1346&DocumentType=Press+Release
http://www.baltimoresun.com/business/bal-bz.jobs19jul18,0,5871801.story
http://reid.senate.gov/pr_021309_nvrecoverypkg.cfm
http://reid.senate.gov/pr_021309_nvrecoverypkg.cfm
http://www.bls.gov/
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improving our children‘s education and making our country more energy independent.‖ (John Fritze, ―Congress 

Passes $787B Economic Stimulus Bill,‖ USA Today, 2/15/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

CLAIM #58: Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin (D-IL) Said Stimulus Will Create Or Save 3.5 Million 
Jobs. ―The American recovery and reinvestment conference report that we now have before us will help 
create or maintain 3.5 million jobs.‖ (Sen. Richard Durbin, Congressional Record, 2/13/09, p. S2288) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 
Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/7/09) 

  

CLAIM #59: Durbin Said Stimulus Will Create Jobs In Every State. ―The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act will create or save between 3 million and 4 million jobs throughout America. These are 
good-paying jobs right here in America that we desperately, desperately need.‖ (Sen. Richard Durbin, Remarks 

At Press Conference, Washington, DC 2/5/09) 
 

 REALITY: Fourteen States Now Have Double Digit Unemployment Rates In July. ―There were 
14 states that had unemployment rates in double digits last month, with three including California 
setting all-time highs, the Labor Department reported Friday. The report, which gives a regional 
breakdown of the national employment data released earlier this month, again put Michigan in the 
lead with the highest jobless rate: 15%.‖ (Laura Mandaro, ―Jobless Rate Hits Double Digits in 14 States, D.C.,‖ 

The Wall Street Journal, 8/21/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #60: Hoyer Said Stimulus Will “Provide An Immediate Jolt To Our Economy.”  (Rep. Steny 

Hoyer, ―House Passes Historic Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Conference Report,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Americans Remaining Unemployed For Unprecedented Periods Of Time. ―[T]he 
rolls of the long-term unemployed are growing, with 29 percent of the jobless out of work for more 
than 26 weeks, the most since records began in 1948.‖ (Matthew Benjamin And Alison Sider, ―Obama 

Stimulus Fails To Reboot Economy As No Multiplier Effect,‖ Bloomberg, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #61: Durbin Said Stimulus Funds Will Go Out Quickly. ―This bill is structured to get the money 
out quickly to the states where the jobs will be created. We don‘t have a moment to lose.‖ (Sen. Richard 

Durbin, Remarks At Press Conference, Washington, DC 2/5/09) 
 

 REALITY: Brookings’ Institution Scholar Says Stimulus Funds Moving Too Slow. ―‗It‘s just 
taken too long to get it going,‘ said Barry Bosworth, a senior fellow in Brookings‘ economic studies 
program.  He said the program, a mixture of discretionary spending, tax cuts and state aid, did little 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2009-02-13-stimulus-bill_N.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=s2288&dbname=2009_record
http://www.bls.gov/
http://votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=441559&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
http://votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=441559&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB125087915433449769.html
http://hoyer.house.gov/newsroom/index.asp?ID=1345
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601068&sid=aV_ua6MsOc4M
http://votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=441559&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
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to boost business investment.‖ (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional 

Quarterly, 8/13/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #62: Pelosi Promised Every Stimulus Project Would Be About Stimulating Economy. CBS‘ 
MAGGIE RODRIGUEZ: ―Can you honestly say that every program in this plan is solely to stimulate the 
economy?‖ SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE NANCY PELOSI: ―Yes, I can.‖ (CBS News‘ ―The Early Show,‖ 1/29/09) 
 

 REALITY: Obama Administration Pushing States To Use Stimulus Funds To Advertise 
Stimulus Funds. ―PennDOT has spent $60,000 to create large green road signs telling motorists 
that funding was secured by the federal stimulus package ... The signs will cost about $2,000 each 
... Lori Irving, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Transportation, acknowledged the 
department strongly encouraged states to use stimulus funding to develop the signs ... ‗Personally I 
think it is ridiculous that any of the stimulus money is used by government entities to make signs,‘ 
said Mike Cupp of Morgantown, W.Va. … ‗Explain to me how that is stimulating?‘‖ (Salena Zito, ―Road 

Signs Eat Up Part Of Stimulus,‖ Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 7/20/09) 
 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #63: Durbin Said Stimulus Jobs “Are Impossible To Outsource.‖ ―The type of jobs we‘d create 
through this bill are impossible to outsource. These will be good-paying jobs right here in America.‖ (Sen. 

Richard Durbin, Remarks At Press Conference, Washington, DC 2/5/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #64: Pelosi Claimed Stimulus Would Have “Unprecedented Accountability Measures.”  ―It 
invests quickly into the economy, 75 percent in the first 18 months. The recovery plan has unprecedented 
accountability measures built in, providing strong oversight, an historic degree of public transparency, and 
including no earmarks. So it‘s about jobs, tax cuts, and accountability.‖ (Speaker Pelosi, Remarks On Conference 

Call, Washington, DC, 1/27/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Reports Transparency, Oversight Lacking When Keeping Track of Stimulus’ 
Effectiveness. ―The Government Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency 
and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. 
The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy 
under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure 
performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, 

―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 

http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_634408.html
http://votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=441559&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
http://www.votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=438315&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
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CLAIM #65: Hoyer Said Stimulus Would Have “Historic Degree Of Public Transparency.” ―In addition, 
the Recovery Plan has significant accountability and transparency measures built in: no earmarks or pet 
projects, strong oversight of spending, and an historic degree of public transparency online at 
http://www.recovery.gov/, so Members of Congress and citizens can track the success of these efforts. The 
plan also creates a new Accountability and Transparency Board that will be working to protect funds from 
waste and fraud.‖ (Congressman Steny Hoyer, ―House Passes Historic Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Conference 

Report,‖ Floor Statement, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Reports Transparency, Oversight Lacking When Keeping Track of Stimulus’ 
Effectiveness. ―The Government Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency 
and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. 
The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy 
under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure 
performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, 

―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #66: Reid Guaranteed “Transparency And Accountability.” ―Our plan also guarantees 
transparency and accountability to ensure that taxpayers‘ money is spent wisely.‖ (John Fritze, ―Congress 

Passes $787B Economic Stimulus Bill,‖ USA Today, 2/15/09) 
 

 REALITY: No System In Place For Government To Report How Stimulus Money Is Spent. 
―The report raises concerns about how states and the federal governments will report back on how 
the stimulus money is spent. The Office of Management and Budget has provided some guidance 
on how to report the information, but auditors suggest that the states will require more information.‖ 
(Ed O‘Keefe, ―Eye Opener: Economic Stimulus Report,‖ The Washington Post’s “Federal Eye” Blog, 7/8/09) 

 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #67: Pelosi Said Stimulus Has Helped Every Neighborhood In Country. ―House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said the stimulus had ‗laid the foundation for growth and progress in every 
neighborhood and in every industry across the country.‘‖ (Ian Swanson, ―Poll Finds Serious Doubts Six Months After 

Stimulus,‖ The Hill, 8/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Hard Hit Areas Not Receiving Funds Despite Requirements In Stimulus Package. 
―Under the Obama administration‘s economic stimulus plan, needy communities were supposed to 
be a priority when doling out money to rebuild highways and jump-start the economy. It hasn‘t 
worked out that way. The rules required that states give priority to counties considered 
‗economically distressed.‘ Yet less than half the federal highway money announced so far is 
directed toward those high-unemployment, low-income areas according to an Associated Press 
analysis of more than $16 billion in spending announced by the U.S. Transportation Department.‖ 
(April Castro, ―Stimulus Watch: Neediest Areas Not First For Money,‖ The Associated Press, 7/19/09) 

 

CLAIM #68: Pelosi Said Stimulus Responsible For Unemployment Rate In July Falling 0.1 Percent. 
―Pelosi said the stimulus led to a dip in the unemployment rate in July from 9.5 to 9.4 percent. She also 
gave credit to the stimulus for reports suggesting the economic slowdown may be at an end.‖ (Ian Swanson, 

―Poll Finds Serious Doubts Six Months After Stimulus,‖ The Hill, 8/17/09) 
 

http://hoyer.house.gov/newsroom/index.asp?ID=1345
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2009-02-13-stimulus-bill_N.htm
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2009/07/eye_opener_july_8_2009.html
http://thehill.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=85071&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=70
http://www.examiner.com/a-2125516~STIMULUS_WATCH__Neediest_areas_not_first_for_money.html
http://thehill.com/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=85071&pop=1&page=0&Itemid=70
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 REALITY: Economist Paul Krugman Says “Job Market Still Hasn’t Turned Around,” Decline 
In Unemployment Rate Was Likely “Statistical Fluke.” ―And the job market still hasn‘t turned 
around — that slight dip in the measured unemployment rate last month was probably a statistical 
fluke.‖ (Paul Krugman, Op-Ed, ―Averting The Worst,‖ The New York Times, 8/9/09) 

 

CLAIM #69: Pelosi Described Passage Of Stimulus As A Day Of “New Hope.” ―Today is a day of new 
jobs, new hope, and a New Direction for the American economy.‖ (Speaker Pelosi, ―Pelosi Statement On President 

Obama Signing Economic Recovery Legislation,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Majority Of Americans Doubt Stimulus Is Helping End Recession.  ―Six months 
after President Obama launched a $787 billion plan to right the nation‘s economy, a majority of 
Americans think the avalanche of new federal aid has cost too much and done too little to end the 
recession.‖ (Brad Heath, ―Poll: 57% Don‘t See Stimulus Working,‖ USA Today, 8/17/09) 

 

CLAIM #70: Pelosi Claimed U.S. Lost 500 Million Jobs Every Month We Went Without Stimulus 
Package. ―Every month that we do not have an economic recovery package, 500 million Americans lose 
their jobs. I don‘t think we can go fast enough to stop that. The president asked for action, swift and bold. 
That is what we are doing.‖ (Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Remarks At Weekly Press Conference, Washington, DC, 1/22/09)  
 

 REALITY:  Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 
Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #71:  Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IL) Said Stimulus Would Help Struggling American Families. 
―This bill provides tax relief to working families across the country; creates or saves millions of good-paying 
Americans jobs; helps struggling homeowners stay in their homes and makes it easier for students to afford 
quality education.‖ (Sen. Richard Durbin, ―Durbin Statement On The Passage Of The American Recovery And Reinvestment 

Act,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: CBO Says “Hardships” Of Recession Will Not End Anytime Soon.  ―However, 
Douglas Elmendorf, the director of the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office, was more 
cautious in his State of the Economy review to the House Budget Committee last week. ‗The 
economy will stop contracting and resume growing during the second half of this year,‘ he said, ‗but 
the hardships caused by the recession will persist for some time.‘‖ (David Lightman, ―Stimulus Funds 

Being Spent Slowly,‖ The Miami Herald, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #72: Durbin Said Stimulus Will “Reinvigorate This Economy.” ―President Obama‘s request that 
we pass a stimulus package, a spending bill and tax cut package that will reinvigorate this economy and try 
to stop the loss of jobs in America… we need to spend money into this economy to create and save 3 to 4 
million jobs.‖ (Sen. Richard Durbin, Congressional Record, 2/12/09, p. S2171) 
 

 REALITY: Under Obama, Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over 
the last six months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, 
including the military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job 
gains over the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to 
wipe out all job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even 

Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/10/opinion/10krugman.html
http://www.house.gov/pelosi/press/releases/Feb09/signecon.html
http://www.usatoday.com/money/economy/2009-08-16-stimulus-poll_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip
http://www.votesmart.org/speech_detail.php?sc_id=438312&keyword=&phrase=&contain=
http://www.bls.gov/
http://durbin.senate.gov/showRelease.cfm?releaseId=308357
http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation/story/1069055.html?storylink=mirelated
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=s2171&dbname=2009_record
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
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NORTHEASTERN DEMOCRATS 
 

 
 

JOB CREATION 
 
CLAIM #73: Rep. Ed Markey (D-MA) Said Stimulus Will Create Jobs In Massachusetts. ―Today, 
President Obama signed into law a historic plan to create or save more than 3 million jobs, taking a critical 
step towards putting the American economy back on track… This economic recovery plan will create 
American jobs now, provide tax cuts for about 95 percent of Americans and lay a foundation for long-term 
growth through clean energy, innovation and education. I am especially glad to see that the bill will provide 
an estimated 7,700 jobs right here in the 7th District.‖ (Rep. Ed Markey, ―Mass‘ 7th District Will See Immediate And 

Long-Term Benefits From Recovery Plan,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Massachusetts Has Lost Over 25,000 
Jobs.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #74: Sen. Jack Reed (D-RI) Claimed Stimulus Would Help Put Rhode Islanders Back To 
Work.  ―The recovery plan will put our state back to work, cut taxes and provide other needed relief for 
people who need help the most, and make smart, valuable investments in our present and our future.  It‘s 
time to pass this bill and begin to jump-start our faltering economy.‖ (Senator Jack Reed, ―By The Numbers: What 

The Economic Recovery Plan Could Mean For Rhode Island,‖ Press Release, 2/6/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed, Unemployment In Rhode Island Has Increased By 
Almost 21 Percent From 10.5 Percent To 12.7 Percent.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 

Accessed 8/25/09) 
 

CLAIM #75: Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) Said Stimulus Will Help Local Governments Put People 
Back To Work. ―This is a positive step forward for America,‖ said Whitehouse. ―It will give President 
Obama and our local governments the tools they need to put people back to work, jump-start our faltering 
economy, and support our struggling families. Obviously, there‘s much more that will need to be done in the 
weeks and months ahead, but this is an important first step in our efforts to get our country back on track.‖ 
(Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, ―Economic Recovery Bill Will Create Jobs and Support Families in Rhode Island, Whitehouse Says,‖ 
Press Release, 2/10/09) 

http://markey.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=3539&Itemid=141
http://www.bls.gov/
http://reed.senate.gov/newsroom/details.cfm?id=307880
http://www.bls.gov/
http://whitehouse.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=0cdd52ae-dfed-4df9-b566-cd4ce123e639
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 REALITY: Americans Remaining Unemployed For Unprecedented Periods Of Time. ―[T]he 
rolls of the long-term unemployed are growing, with 29 percent of the jobless out of work for more 
than 26 weeks, the most since records began in 1948.‖ (Matthew Benjamin And Alison Sider, ―Obama 

Stimulus Fails To Reboot Economy As No Multiplier Effect,‖ Bloomberg, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #76: Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT) Claimed Stimulus Would Save Millions Of Jobs. ―Our number 
one priority should be to put America back to work.  This economic recovery plan we are debating today will 
help create or save million jobs, including an entire generation of green jobs that will make public and 
private investments in renewable energy and make America more energy efficient.‖ (Sen. Patrick Leahy, 

―Economic Statement Of Senator Patrick Leahy ‗The American People Urgently Await Action On The Economic Recovery Plan,‘‖ 
Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Over 2.2 Million Jobs Have Been Lost In 
The United States.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/17/09) 

 

CLAIM #77: Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) Said Stimulus Would Create “Jobs, Jobs, Jobs” In New 
York. ―This Economic Recovery package will be very good for New York State. It creates jobs, jobs, jobs 
and is one the first bills where New York gets more back from the federal government than we have put in. 
From funding for education, to health care and budget relief, to transportation and infrastructure, this is just 
what we need to get and keep people working during these very difficult times.‖ (Sen. Charles Schumer, 

―Schumer: Economic Stimulus Agreement Is A Home Run For New York State - Senator Details Impact Of Key Provisions On 
State,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, New York Has Lost Over 91,000 Jobs.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #78: Rep. Dan Maffei (D-NY) Claimed Stimulus Would Be “Injection” Into New York Economy 
And “Create Jobs.” ―There are parts of this bill that will provide an immediate injection into the Western 
and Central New York economy and create jobs,‖ (Rep. Dan Maffei, ―Congressman Maffei Votes For Economic 

Recovery Package To Help Families And Communities Across Upstate New York,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, New York Has Lost Over 91,000 Jobs.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #79: Rep. John Hall (D-NY) Claimed Stimulus Bill Would “Create American Jobs Right Now.” 
―[The stimulus] will create American jobs right now and lay a foundation for long-term growth through clean 
energy, innovation and education.‖ (Rep. John Hall, ―House Passes Final Version Of Economic Recovery Package,‖ 

Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since The Stimulus Bill Was Signed Into Law In February, America Has Lost More 
Than 2.2 Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

CLAIM #80: Rep. Charles Rangel (D-NY) Stated Stimulus Would Create 3.5 Million Jobs. ―Under the 
bill approved by the House, 3.5 million jobs will be created or maintained…‖ (Congressman Rangel, ―Congress 

Passes Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/14/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since The Stimulus Bill Was Signed Into Law In February, America Has Lost More 
Than 2.2 Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601068&sid=aV_ua6MsOc4M
http://leahy.senate.gov/press/200902/021009b.html
http://www.bls.gov/
http://schumer.senate.gov/new_website/record.cfm?id=308210
http://www.bls.gov/
http://maffei.house.gov/2009/01/congressman-maffei-votes-for-economic-recovery-package-to-help-families-and-communities-across-upsta.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
http://johnhall.house.gov/newsroom.asp?ARTICLE3615=13609&PG3615=2
http://www.bls.gov/
http://rangel.house.gov/2009/02
http://www.bls.gov/
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CLAIM #81: Rep. Charlie Rangel (D-NY) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide Help To “Every Sector Of 
Our Economy.” ―This economic crisis demands comprehensive action and this recovery package delivers 
relief to every sector of our economy to help families, create and save jobs, and invest in a 21st Century 
economy… We are making targeted investments in education and health care to ensure that American 
children can stay healthy and get the best education possible. We are also providing funding to local 
communities to put folks back to work modernizing our bridges, roads and schools. All of these investments 
will help reinvigorate the American economy so that we can compete and win in the global economy.‖ (Rep. 

Charles Rangel, ―Congress Passes Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/14/09) 
 

 REALITY: When Spending Stimulus Funds, States Ignoring “Most Economically Distressed 
Areas.” ―The report … by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) … says many states aren‘t 
meeting some goals and requirements of the economic recovery program. Some states, for 
example, are not sending transportation funding to the most economically distressed areas, and 
they are using education funds to prevent layoffs rather than fund innovative new programs, the 
report says.‖ (Mark Kelley, ―Report: States Aren‘t Using Stimulus Funds As Intended,‖ USA Today, 7/8/09) 

 

CLAIM #82: Rep. Jason Altmire (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Jobs, Get Economy Moving 
Again. ―[T]his economic recovery package will put people back to work and put money back in their 
pockets with a tax cut for 95 percent of working families in America. It will create jobs, get the economy 
moving again, and leave this country with items of lasting significance to show for it.‖ (Rep. Jason Altmire, 

Congressional Record, 1/27/09, p. H569) 
 

 REALITY: Under Obama, Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over 
the last six months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, 
including the military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job 
gains over the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to 
wipe out all job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even 

Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #83: Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus “Will Create And Save Jobs.” ―Today, I 
joined my colleagues in the House of Representatives and voted on the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, legislation that will create and save jobs while investing in the future of our nation.‖ (Rep. 

Kathy Dahlkemper, ―The American Recovery And Reinvestment Plan: Good For Pennsylvania,‖ Press Release, 1/29/09) 
 

 REALITY: Under Obama, Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over 
the last six months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, 
including the military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job 
gains over the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to 
wipe out all job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy is Even 

Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #84: Rep. Robert Brady (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 143,000 Pennsylvania Jobs. 
―It will create an estimated 143,000 jobs for Pennsylvania, including more than 7,000 jobs in the first district 
alone.‖ (Rep. Robert Brady, ―Congress Passes American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Of 2009,‖ Press Release, 2/18/09) 
 

http://rangel.house.gov/2009/02/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2009-07-07-stimulus_N.htm
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=h569&dbname=2009_record
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
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 REALITY: Since The Signing Of The Stimulus Bill In February, Pennsylvania Has Lost Over 
125,000 Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #85: Rep. Joe Sestak (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 143,000 Pennsylvania Jobs. 
―This legislation will begin to rebuild the economy and put Americans back to work (including 143,000 new 
jobs in Pennsylvania) during the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.‖ (Rep. Joe Sestak, 

―Congressman Sestak Discusses Stimulus Bill With Main Line Chamber Of Commerce,‖ Press Release, 2/18/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since The Signing Of The Stimulus Bill In February, Pennsylvania Has Lost Over 
125,000 Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #86: Rep. Patrick Murphy (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Bill Would Create “Thousands Of 
Pennsylvania Jobs.” ―This urgent action will create and save thousands of Pennsylvania jobs, help 
businesses and prepare our students, families and workers for the future.‖ (Rep. Patrick Murphy, ―Patrick Murphy 

Champions Bold Action To Help Families, Right Our Economic Course,‖ Press Release, 1/27/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since The Signing Of The Stimulus Bill In February, Pennsylvania Has Lost Over 
125,000 Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #87: Rep. Mike Doyle (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Help Millions Who Have Lost Their 
Jobs. ―This legislation will provide essential help to the millions of Americans who have lost their jobs or 
are at risk of losing their jobs,‖ said Congressman Mike Doyle, who voted in support of H.R. 1.  ―It will also 
put people back to work and promote the recovery of our economy by investing in our infrastructure and the 
new technologies that will produce the jobs of the future.‖ (Rep. Mike Doyle, ―House Approves Economic Recovery 

Bill,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed, Pennsylvania’s Unemployment Rate Jumped From 
7.5 Percent To 8.5 Percent. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #88: Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would “Jump Start” Our Economy. 
―[O]ne of the first acts of the 111th Congress was to enact the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
historic legislation to jump start our economy and create good-paying jobs.  The Recovery Act money is 
being allocated at a pace of almost $1 billion a week. And I‘m pleased to say that we‘re already seeing 
positive effects of the Recovery Act in my district, Pennsylvania‘s Third.‖ (Rep. Kathy Dahlkemper, Congressional 

Record, 6/4/09, p. H6160) 
 

 REALITY: Brookings’ Institution Scholar Says Stimulus Spending Too Slow. ―‗It‘s just taken 
too long to get it going,‘ said Barry Bosworth, a senior fellow in Brookings‘ economic studies 
program.  He said the program, a mixture of discretionary spending, tax cuts and state aid, did little 
to boost business investment.‖ (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional 

Quarterly, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #89: Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) Asserted Stimulus Would “Jumpstart” Economy, Create 
Millions Of Jobs. ―The speed with which Congress, led by Speaker Pelosi, and President Obama have 
come together on this historic legislation demonstrates our unrelenting resolve to get Americans back to 

http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.sestak.house.gov/list/press/pa07_sestak/090218_MainLineCoC.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.patrickmurphy.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=414&Itemid=62
http://www.bls.gov/
http://doyle.house.gov/apps/list/press/pa14_doyle/20090213StimulusFinal.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=h6160&dbname=2009_record
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http://www.cq.com/login.do;jsessionid=3A85B983A97C19D14F4936E24B07220E.manono?jumpto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cq.com%2Fdisplay.do%3Fdocid%3D3191273&docid=3191273
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work and jumpstart our stalled economy as quickly as possible. The recovery bill will create millions of jobs, 
cut taxes for hard working families, provide basic necessities to families in need, and make investments 
necessary to transform our economy for the 21st Century.‖ (Rep. Carolyn Maloney, ―Recovery Plan Creates Jobs, 

Helps Families In Need, Makes Investments For 21st Century In New York,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Fails To Create Jobs Despite Obama Administration’s Predictions Of 
“Boom In Job Creation.” ―[T]wo of [Obama‘s] chief economic advisers, and leading proponents of 
a stimulus bill, predicted that the passage of a large economic-aid package would boost the 
economy and keep the unemployment rate below 8%. It hasn‘t quite worked out that way. Last 
month, the jobless rate in America hit 9.5%, the highest level it has reached since 1983 ... What 
has not come to pass, however, is the boom in job creation that Romer and Bernstein predicted. A 
little over a month ago, the Administration said the stimulus bill had created or saved 150,000 jobs. 
That‘s a far cry from the 3 million to 4 million jobs that Romer and Bernstein foresaw back in 
January.‖ (Stephen Gandel, ―Obama‘s Stimulus Plan: Failing By Its Own Measure,‖ Time, 7/14/09) 

 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #90: Rep. Carol Shea-Porter (D-NH) Claims Stimulus Has “Historic Degree Of Public 
Transparency.” ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act provides strong oversight, an historic 
degree of public transparency, and includes no earmarks.‖ (Rep. Carol Shea-Porter, ―Shea-Porter Votes In Favor Of 

Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Funds Distributed Under “Process That Is Both Secretive And 
Susceptible To Political Influence.” “A sleepy Montana checkpoint along the Canadian border 
that sees about three travelers a day will get $15 million under President Barack Obama's 
economic stimulus plan. A government priority list ranked the project as marginal, but two powerful 
Democratic senators persuaded the administration to make it happen.  Despite Obama's promises 
that the stimulus plan would be transparent and free of politics, the government is handing out 
$720 million for border upgrades under a process that is both secretive and susceptible to political 
influence.‖ (Eileen Sullivan and Matt Apuzzo, ―AP Impact: Secret Process Benefits Pet Projects,‖ The Associated 

Press, 8/26/09) 
 

CLAIM #91: Rep. Jason Altmire (D-PA) Argued There Were “No Earmarks” In Stimulus. ―There are no 
earmarks in the bill.‖ (Rep. Jason Altmire, Congressional Record, 2/28/09, p. H2821) 
 

 REALITY: Pelosi’s Mouse Receives Stimulus Funds. ―The tiny mouse that became a hotly 
disputed symbol of wasteful spending in the congressional debate over the $787 billion economic 
stimulus bill has returned to pester House Speaker Nancy Pelosi. The Obama administration 
quietly announced last week that as much as $16.1 million from the stimulus program is going to 
save the San Francisco Bay area habitat of, among other things, the endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse.‖ (S.A. Miller, ―GOP Slams Stimulus Mouse Money,‖ The Washington Times, 7/9/09) 

 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #92: Sen. Robert Casey (D-PA) Said Stimulus Would Help Families In Hardest Hit Areas. ―I 
voted for the recovery package to help President Obama‘s effort to get our economy out of the ditch, create 

http://maloney.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1792&Itemid=61
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,1910208,00.html
http://www.shea-porter.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=238&Itemid=67
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5iNTUFCbZuSHnu19FT7SeuzXlzrLwD9AAKDF02
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jobs and aid those hardest hit by the economy.  The package includes many components to accomplish 
these goals such as tax relief for working families, infrastructure investments, aid to states and additional 
unemployment insurance as well as other improvements like increased funding for law enforcement.‖ (Sen. 

Robert Casey, ―Casey Statement On Senate Passage of Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Hardest Hit States “Received Only A Few Of The Government's First Stimulus 
Contracts.” ―States hit hardest by the recession received only a few of the government's first 
stimulus contracts, even though the glut of new federal spending was meant to target places where 
the economic pain has been particularly severe.‖ (Brad Heath, ―Stimulus Projects Bypass Hard-Hit States,‖ 

USA Today, 5/27/09) 
 

CLAIM #93: Rep. Jason Altmire (D-PA) Said Stimulus Would Be “Targeted.” ―[B]y passing a targeted 
and transparent economic recovery plan, we are taking the critical steps needed to put Americans back to 
work and revive our economy.‖ (Rep. Jason Altmire, ―Economic Recovery Plan Will Create Jobs, Cut Taxes for 

Pennsylvania Families,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Money Spent On Ramps In Areas With No Sidewalks Or Pedestrians. 
―During the next 10 years, Pennsylvania will spend $820 million redoing 117,000 ramps statewide, 
many in suburban and rural counties where there are no sidewalks and no pedestrians.  In Chester 
County, this translates to 1,612 curbs. The cost is $3,000 to $7,000 for each new ramp, though 
some are only a couple years old.  More than a third of Chester County‘s federal stimulus 
transportation package will fund new curbs - $7.1 million - many on streets with no sidewalks that 
are rarely, if ever, used by pedestrian.  The curbs are being fixed now because other projects the 
county desperately wants, such as widening six miles of Route 202 near Route 29 at the Great 
Valley Corporate Center, where 130,000 people are employed, can‘t get permits and PennDot 
approval in the four to six months required by the stimulus guidelines…In Philadelphia, $300 million 
will be spent to fix 20,000 curbs.‖ (Karen Heller, ―Karen Heller: On Every Corner, A Federal Project At Your 

Expense,‖ The Philadelphia Inquirer, 3/21/09) 
 

CLAIM #94: Rep. John Murtha (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Make “Critical Investments.” 
―Congress acted today by passing an economic stimulus package that will create millions of new jobs, help 
American families, and make critical investments in our nation‘s infrastructure, education, health care 
system, science technology, and energy usage.‖ (Rep. John Murtha, ―House Passes The Economic Stimulus 

Conference Report,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Murtha Pours Millions Of Stimulus Dollars Into Remote Airport Named For Him. 
―‗[Murtha‘s] dumped in nearly $200 million into this project that has virtually no passengers. It‘s 
practically a museum piece,‘ said Steve Ellis with the Taxpayers for Common Sense ... He added, 
‗when you see deadbeat airports getting cash so they can do their second runway, it really feeds 
cynicism around the country about the stimulus and about the projects.‘‖ (Jim Acosta and Janet 

Rodriguez, ―Remote Murtha Airport Lands Big Bucks From Washington,‖ CNN, 4/23/09) 
 

CLAIM #95: Rep. Allyson Schwartz (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide Relief To Families, 
Create Jobs. ―It was essential that we took action today. That is why we passed a bold, innovative 
recovery plan that will provide relief to families and business; create jobs; and lay the groundwork for future 
economic growth.‖ (Rep. Allyson Schwartz, ―Schwartz Statement On American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press 

Release, 2/13/09) 

http://casey.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=7280bcc7-0f3a-4d23-acf7-bb25f910ec6b
http://www.examiner.com/a-2125516~STIMULUS_WATCH__Neediest_areas_not_first_for_money.html
http://www.altmire.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=418&Itemid=48
http://www.philly.com/inquirer/columnists/karen_heller/41619282.html
http://www.murtha.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=614&Itemid=62
http://schwartz.house.gov/list/press/pa13_schwartz/recovery_act_statement.html
http://schwartz.house.gov/list/press/pa13_schwartz/recovery_act_statement.html
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 REALITY: Instead, Stimulus Funds Used To Create Signs Advertising Stimulus. ―PennDOT 
has spent $60,000 to create large green road signs telling motorists that funding was secured by 
the federal stimulus package ... The signs will cost about $2,000 each ... Lori Irving, a 
spokeswoman for the U.S. Department of Transportation, acknowledged the department strongly 
encouraged states to use stimulus funding to develop the signs ... ‗Personally I think it is ridiculous 
that any of the stimulus money is used by government entities to make signs,‘ said Mike Cupp of 
Morgantown, W.Va. … ‗Explain to me how that is stimulating?‘‖ (Salena Zito, ―Road Signs Eat Up Part Of 

Stimulus,‖ Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 7/20/09) 
 

CLAIM #96: Rep. Christopher Carney (D-PA) Claimed Stimulus Bill Will “Make A Difference For 
Pennsylvania Families.” ―This will make a difference for our Pennsylvania families, our farmers, our roads 
and bridges, which is why I supported its passage.‖ (Rep. Christopher Carney, ―Carney Supports Recovery And 

Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since The Signing Of The Stimulus Bill In February, Pennsylvania Has Lost Over 
125,000 Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #97: Rep. Mike Michaud (D-ME) Claimed Most Of Spending In Stimulus Is “Emergency In 
Nature.” ―Most of the spending in this bill is emergency in nature – our economy is truly struggling.‖ (Rep. 

Mike Michaud, ―House Passes Economic Recovery Package Conference Report,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: As Of July, Only Small Fraction Of Stimulus Money Had Been Put To Use. ―Only 
about a tenth of the money has been spent so far, and only about half of it will have been spent by 
October 2010, according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.‖ (Kevin G. Hall and David 

Lightman, ―Did Team Obama Get It Wrong On The Stimulus?‖ McClatchy, 7/7/09) 
 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #98: Rep. Eric Massa (D-NY) Claimed “Stimulus Bill Also Provides Unprecedented 
Accountability And Transparency.” (Jeff Murray, ―‗We Are Reacting To A Crisis‘,‖ The Star Gazette, 2/20/09) 
 

 REALITY: No System In Place For Government To Report How Stimulus Money Is Spent. 
―The report raises concerns about how states and the federal governments will report back on how 
the stimulus money is spent. The Office of Management and Budget has provided some guidance 
on how to report the information, but auditors suggest that the states will require more information.‖ 
(Ed O‘Keefe, ―Eye Opener: Economic Stimulus Report,‖ The Washington Post’s “Federal Eye” Blog, 7/8/09) 

 

CLAIM #99: Rep. John Hall (D-NY) Claimed Stimulus Bill Has “Unprecedented Accountability And 
Transparency.” ―The final version of the legislation has unprecedented accountability and transparency 
measures to help ensure that taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and effectively.‖ (Rep. John Hall, ―House Passes 

Final Version Of Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Transparency, Oversight Lacking When Keeping Track of Stimulus’ 
Effectiveness. ―The Government Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency 
and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. 
The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy 

http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/regional/s_634408.html
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/pa10_carney/amrecoveryact.html
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/jberkowitz/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/C1T3WY32/www.bls.gov
http://www.michaud.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=572&Itemid=76
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/homepage/story/71437.html
http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2009/07/eye_opener_july_8_2009.html
http://johnhall.house.gov/newsroom.asp?ARTICLE3615=13609&PG3615=2
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under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure 
performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, 

―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #100: Rep. Robert Brady (D-PA) Claimed Spending In Stimulus Bill Will Have 
“Unprecedented Level Of Accountability.” ―This spending will be accompanied by an unprecedented 
level of accountability to ensure that tax dollars are being used in the best way possible to stimulate the 
economy and help Americans through this crisis. President Obama has set up a website at 
www.recovery.gov, which will track where and how the recovery money is being spent.‖  (Rep. Robert Brady, 

―Congress Passes American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Of 2009,‖ Press Release, 2/18/09) 
 

 REALITY: Transparency, Oversight Lacking When Keeping Track of Stimulus’ 
Effectiveness. ―The Government Accountability Office said in a report that increased transparency 
and better oversight is needed to track stimulus money being sent to state and local governments. 
The report noted that keeping track of stimulus money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy 
under the current methods. ‗Questions remained about how to count jobs and measure 
performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, 

―GAO: More Transparency Needed To Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox Business, 7/7/09) 
 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #101: Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT) Said Stimulus Will Help Economy In Long Run. ―The economic 
recovery package provides a vital boost to our economy, while making a down-payment on our long-term 
needs.‖ (Sen. Chris Dodd, ―Statement Of Senator Chris Dodd On Senate Passage Of The Economic Recovery Package,‖ 

Press Release,‖ 2/9/09) 
 

 REALITY: Economists Call Obama’s Predictions Of Long Term Economic Growth “Fantasy.” 
―President Barack Obama‘s economic forecasts for long-term growth are too optimistic, many 
economists warn ... White House officials rebuff such suggestions, saying the midyear correction is 
precisely intended to keep their economic program reality based. But a series of POLITICO 
interviews in recent days with independent economists of varied political stripes found widespread 
disdain for Obama‘s first round of assumptions, with some experts invoking such phrases as ‗rosy‘ 
and ‗fantasy.‘‖ (Jeanne Cummings, ―Obama‘s Rosy Scenario Turns Thorny,‖ Politico, 7/14/09)  

 

CLAIM #102: Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide “Economic Boost.”  
―This legislation involved compromises and difficult choices for everyone.  And while this bill alone won‘t 
solve all the economic challenges we face, it will provide the economic boost we desperately need, through 
investments in our roads, highways and bridges; tax relief for middle class families and small businesses; 
and investments in clean energy and energy efficiency. These investments will not only create jobs in the 
short-term, they will also lay the groundwork for long-term economic growth.‖ (Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, ―Shaheen: 

Recovery Package Will Boost Economy, Create New Hampshire Jobs,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Local Governments Years Away From Feeling Effects Of Any Economic 
Recovery.  ―Amy Liu, deputy director of Brookings‘ metropolitan policy program, said the ‗recovery 
is highly uneven around the country,‘ and noted that local governments, dependent on sales and 
property tax revenue, can be as much as two years behind the national economy in feeling the 

http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.brady.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=43&parentid=42&sectiontree=42,43&itemid=239
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://dodd.senate.gov/?q=node/4768
http://dyn.politico.com/printstory.cfm?uuid=77112DDC-18FE-70B2-A855E87ACEB3745A
http://shaheen.senate.gov/news/press/release/?id=8097d0e6-6709-46f7-8613-33fdaf83bf68
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effect of a recovery.‖  (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional Quarterly, 

8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #103: Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY) Said Stimulus Will Help Upstate New York.  ―The Senate 
economic stimulus bill will be very good for Upstate New York. The Senate bill is a leaner, tougher bill that 
eliminates much of the pork in the House bill and focuses on the three main functions of the Obama 
stimulus package: creating jobs, cutting taxes for the middle class, and building a stronger, more viable 
infrastructure project.‖ (Sen. Charles Schumer, ―Following Today‘s Senate Vote On Obama Stimulus Package: Schumer: 

Federal Economic Stimulus Package Will Be A Good Boost For Upstate New York - Senator Details Expected Impact On New 
York State,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: In June, Rochester, Syracuse and Buffalo Had Unemployment Rates At 8.4 
Percent Or Higher, A Jump From 5.5 Percent A Year Ago. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, 

www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://schumer.senate.gov/new_website/record.cfm?id=308035
http://www.bls.gov/
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SOUTHERN DEMOCRATS 
 

 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #104: Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD) Said Stimulus Would Immediately Create Jobs In Maryland. 
―The bill passed by the Senate is timely. It will create jobs immediately in Maryland and across the country, 
helping our states and local communities by providing funding for ready-to-go projects, such as fixing 
crumbling roads and bridges. This bill is targeted. It puts money back in the pockets of Americans who are 
most likely to spend it, injecting needed capital into our economy. It helps people stay in their homes, keep 
their jobs, and take care of their families. It also invests in modernizing our rail and mass transit systems 
and allocates new funds for education, alternative energy, and health care technology, all of which will help 
create and save quality jobs in the short-term, but also will save us billions of dollars in the future through 
lower energy usage, lower health care costs, and a better  trained workforce.‖ (Sen. Ben Cardin, ―Cardin Praises 

Senate Passage Of The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed In February, Maryland Has Lost Over 26,000 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #105: Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) Said Stimulus About “Jobs, Jobs, Jobs.” ―We have 
inherited a terrible mess. But the Senate has taken a major step forward to turn the country around by 
passing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. By standing with President Obama, we stand up for 
America to create jobs for people who have lost them and to help those who have jobs, keep them. This is 
about jobs, jobs, jobs.‖ (Sen. Barbara Mikulski, ―Senator Mikulski Statement on Senate Passage of American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Much Of Stimulus Spending Has Nothing To Do With Creating Jobs.  ―For a start, 
too much of the money went to transfer payments such as Medicaid, jobless benefits and the like 
that do nothing for jobs and growth. The spending that creates new jobs is new spending, 
particularly on infrastructure. It amounts to less than 10% of the stimulus package today.‖ (Mortimer 

Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy is Even Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

http://cardin.senate.gov/news/record.cfm?id=308066
http://www.bls.gov/eag/eag.in.htm
http://mikulski.senate.gov/Newsroom/PressReleases/record.cfm?id=308034
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
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CLAIM #106: Sen. Thomas Carper (D-DE) Claimed Thousands Of Jobs Will Be Created Or Saved In 
Delaware Because Of Stimulus. ―This bill is expected to create an estimated 3.5 million jobs by putting 
Americans to work to begin rebuilding our nation‘s crumbling infrastructure, mass transit and water and 
sewer systems, and rebuilding roads, bridges, ports, railways, waterways. Delaware stands to create or 
retain thousands jobs from this legislation.‖ (Sen. Thomas Carper, ―Stimulus Package Will Create Jobs, Fund Critical 

Infrastructure Improvements,‖ Press Release, 2/19/09) 
 

 REALITY: Delaware One Of Six States In June With Record Unemployment Rates. ―The 
states reaching record jobless rates in June were Georgia, Nevada, Rhode Island, South Carolina, 
Florida and Delaware.‖ (Shobhana Chandra, ―Georgia, Alabama Top 10% Unemployment as Firings Gain,‖ 

Bloomberg, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #107: Sen. Ted Kaufman (D-DE) Claimed Stimulus Would Be “Bold And Quick” In Creating 
Jobs. ―After a month where we lost 600,000 jobs – 20,000 per day – this economic recovery package 
delivers what we need: 3.5 million jobs. There is no higher priority than getting our citizens back to work. 
The American people are demanding bold and quick action, and today we delivered it.‖ (Sen. Ted Kaufman, 

―Statement on passage of economic recovery package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Brookings’ Institution Scholar Says Stimulus Spending Too Slow.  ―‘It‘s just taken 
too long to get it going,‘ said Barry Bosworth, a senior fellow in Brookings‘ economic studies 
program.  He said the program, a mixture of discretionary spending, tax cuts and state aid, did little 
to boost business investment.‖ (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional 

Quarterly, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #108: Sen. Kay Hagan (D-NC) Said Stimulus Would Make Positive Impacts In North Carolina.  
―The impact of this measure in North Carolina will be huge, with resources available almost immediately for 
infrastructure projects and investments in green energy. 3 million workers in North Carolina will see their 
paychecks go further, and the state will receive vital funding to help close its budget gap and provide 
unemployment insurance to an additional 128,000 laid-off workers.‖ (Sen. Kay Hagan, ―Economic Recovery Bill Will 

Create Or Save 105k Jobs In North Carolina,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed, Over 54,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In North Carolina.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #109: Rep. Larry Kissell (D-NC) Claimed “North Carolina Will Have Over 100,000 New Jobs 
Created.” ―I truly worry about our debt, and that makes it impossible for me to have supported the 
Reinvestment and Recovery Package unless I truly believed that it would bring jobs and needed 
infrastructure to North Carolina.  North Carolina will have over 100,000 new jobs created,‖ (Rep. Larry Kissell, 

―This Week In Washington,‖ Editorial, 2/19/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed, Over 54,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In North Carolina.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #110: Rep. G.K. Butterfield (D-NC) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 105,000 Jobs In North 
Carolina. ―In North Carolina, 105,000 jobs would be created or saved, including 6,800 jobs in my 
congressional district.‖ (Rep. G.K. Butterfield, ―Butterfield‘s Statement On Stimulus,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

http://carper.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=308427
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=atgxkKrnE2hI
http://kaufman.senate.gov/press/press_releases/release/?id=602082e2-fb4d-410d-a9d1-5f4a43260be4
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://hagan.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=74
http://www.bls.gov/
http://kissell.house.gov/2009/02/this-week-in-washington-4.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
http://butterfield.house.gov/latestnews.asp?ARTICLE3168=14336
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 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed, Over 54,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In North Carolina.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #111: Rep. John Tanner (D-TN) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Or Save More Than 63,000 
Jobs In Tennessee. ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act addresses the immediate economic 
concerns of the American people and specifically Tennesseans. This legislation could create or save more 
than 63,000 jobs in our state by the end of next year, according to analysis from independent economist 
Mark Zandi of Moody‘s Economy.com.‖ (Rep. John Tanner, Congressional Record, 1/28/09, p. H630) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Tennessee Has Lost Over 77,000 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #112: Rep. Lincoln Davis (D-TN) Claimed Stimulus Would “Save Or Create” 71,000 Jobs In 
Tennessee. ―Experts predict that the economic recovery package has the potential to save or create as 
many as 4 million jobs, including 71,000 jobs in Tennessee …‖ (Rep. Lincoln Davis, ―Congress Passes Economic 

Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Tennessee Has Lost Over 77,000 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #113: Sen. Robert Byrd (D-WV) Argued Stimulus Would Achieve “Principle Goals Of 
Creating Jobs.” ―This stimulus is exactly what we need to be doing.  I have been fighting for this 
infrastructure funding for many years.  The bill may not win any popularity contests, but it‘s still the best 
idea for helping to mitigate this economic downturn.  It achieves the principle goals of creating jobs, of 
helping to prevent painful and dangerous budget cuts at the state and local level, and of investing in the 
long-term growth of the U.S. economy.  I unhesitatingly cast my vote in support of this measure.‖ (Sen. 

Robert Byrd: ―Byrd Statement In Support Of American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Much Of Stimulus Spending Has Nothing To Do With Creating Jobs. ―For a start, 
too much of the money went to transfer payments such as Medicaid, jobless benefits and the like 
that do nothing for jobs and growth. The spending that creates new jobs is new spending, 
particularly on infrastructure. It amounts to less than 10% of the stimulus package today.‖ (Mortimer 

Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #114: Rep. Rick Boucher (D-VA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Jobs In Short Term. ―By 
meeting the infrastructure needs of our communities, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will 
create jobs in the short term in our region as well as provide a solid foundation for long term economic 
growth in Southwest Virginia.‖ (Rep. Rick Boucher, ―Boucher Priorities For 9th Included In Stimulus Legislation,‖ Press 

Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Nearly 25,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
Virginia. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #115: Rep. Travis Childers (D-MS) Claimed Stimulus Would “Impact” 30,000 Jobs Statewide. 
―We cannot lose sight of the fact that this plan is about creating jobs … The recovery package is estimated 
to directly impact 30,000 jobs statewide,‖ (Rep. Travis Childers, ―Congressman Travis Childers Votes To Create And 

Save 3.5 Million Jobs, Move Our Economy In A New Direction,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

http://www.bls.gov/
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=h630&dbname=2009_record
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.house.gov/lincolndavis/news/releases/2009/090213.htm
http://www.bls.gov/
http://byrd.senate.gov/mediacenter/view_article.cfm?ID=306
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
http://www.boucher.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1592&Itemid=75
http://www.boucher.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1592&Itemid=75
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.childers.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=129&Itemid=70


38 
 

 
Paid for by the Republican National Committee.   

310 First Street SE – Washington, DC 20003 – 202-863-8500 – www.gop.com 
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.  

 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Mississippi Has Lost Nearly 40,000 
Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #116: Rep. Charlie Melancon (D-LA) Claimed Stimulus Bill Would Create Or Save 50,000 
Jobs In Louisiana. ―This plan, while far from perfect, will create or save an estimated 50,000 jobs in 
Louisiana, invest over $538 million in infrastructure projects for our state, and lay a foundation for long-term 
growth for our country through innovation and education. This bill is the right thing to do for America‘s 
future, and I am proud to support it.‖ (Rep. Charlie Melancon, ―Rep. Melancon Supports Economic Recovery Plan To 

Create And Save 50,000 Jobs In Louisiana,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Louisiana Has Lost Over 52,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #117: Rep. Vic Snyder (D-AR) Claimed Stimulus Would Create And Save Millions Of Jobs. 
―This bill invests in infrastructure, job stability, energy efficiency, healthcare innovation, and education, 
which are necessary to strengthen our nation‘s economy. It creates and saves millions of jobs, provides 
immediate tax relief for American families, and lays the foundation for long-term economic growth.‖ (Rep. Vic 

Snyder, ―Snyder Statement On American Recovery And Reinvestment Act Conference Report,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed Into Law, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 Million 
Jobs And Nearly 28,000 Have Been Lost In Arkansas. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, 

www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #118: Rep. David Scott (D-GA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Over 100,000 Jobs In 
Georgia. ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will stimulate the economy by investing in 
transportation, schools, health care and other fundamental community needs. It is estimated by the Council 
of Economic Advisors that over 100,000 jobs will be created in Georgia, and over 9,000 will be created in 
my district, from these critical investments.‖ (Rep. David Scott, ―Congressman David Scott Votes To Help Grow The 

Economy,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Georgia Has Lost Over 93,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #119: Rep. John Barrow (D-GA) Claimed Stimulus Bill Will “Get Us Started On The Road To 
Economic Recovery Right Away.” ―Too many folks in the 12th District [GA-12] need jobs, and this bill will 
create jobs … This bill will get us started on the road to economic recovery right away, and that‘s what‘s 
necessary right now.‖ (Rep. John Barrow, ―Barrow Backs Recovery And Reinvestment Plan,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Georgia Has Lost Over 93,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #120: Rep. Mike Ross (D-AR) Claimed Stimulus Would “Provide A Shot-In-The-Arm Boost.” ―I 
believe this job creation bill will help provide a shot-in-the-arm boost our economy needs to turn the country 
around.‖ (Rep. Mike Ross, ―Ross: Job Creation Bill Necessary To Avoid Economic Collapse,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.melancon.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1017&Itemid=88
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.house.gov/list/press/ar02_snyder/pr_090213.html
http://www.bls.gov/
http://davidscott.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=111493
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.barrow.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=290&Itemid=72
http://www.bls.gov/
http://ross.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=16&parentid=5&sectiontree=5,16&itemid=817
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 REALITY: Under Obama, Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over 
the last six months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, 
including the military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job 
gains over the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to 
wipe out all job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even 

Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #121: Sen. Jay Rockefeller (D-WV) Claimed Stimulus Would Rebuild Roads And Bridges. ―I 
voted for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act because I believe it will create jobs, rebuild roads 
and bridges and help families get through this tough time by keeping more of their paychecks and 
continuing their access to health care.  We need to act boldly if we are going to jumpstart this failing 
economy and deliver solutions that work for West Virginia families.‖ (Sen. Jay Rockefeller, ―Rockefeller Votes For 

Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Construction Industry Disappointed With Low Amount Of Stimulus Funds For 
Roads, Leading To Very Few Jobs Actually Being Created. ―Much of the $787 billion in a 
federal program to spur the economy was supposed to pour like mixed concrete onto American 
roads, bridges, and construction sites. So far, though, the amount of money funneling into US 
construction zones is less than expected.  ... Judging by a survey within the trade association, 
Sandherr says, relatively few new jobs are being created by the stimulus.‖ (Mark Trumbull, ―Contractors 

Say Stimulus Has Been Slow To Kick In,‖ The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #122: Rep. Suzanne Kosmas (D-FL) Claimed “Recovery Package Will Provide A Short-Term 
Boost To Florida’s Economy.” ―‗We must take action now to jump-start our economy and create and 
protect jobs in Florida and across the country,‘ said Congresswoman Kosmas.  ‗The recovery package will 
provide a short-term boost to Florida‘s economy with targeted investments and tax cuts for middle-class 
families and small businesses.‘‖ (Rep. Suzanne Kosmas, ―Congresswoman Kosmas Joins President Obama At Town Hall 

To Discuss Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Florida Has Lost Over 171,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #123: Sen. Mark Pryor (D-AR) Said Stimulus Would Provide “Jolt To Our Economy.” ―This 
recovery package gets the wheels of our economy turning again. It places a much-needed emphasis on 
lifting up rural states like Arkansas by funding infrastructure projects involving our transportation, water, 
energy and broadband needs.  Provisions in this bill also provide a lifeboat for individuals struggling in 
today‘s economy. While not perfect, the overall bill offers a balanced mix of tax cuts and investments. I‘m 
optimistic it will provide the jolt to our economy that we need now and for the future.‖ (Sen. Mark Pryor, 

―Statement By Senator Mark Pryor In Support Of The Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Americans Remaining Unemployed For Unprecedented Periods Of Time. ―[T]he 
rolls of the long-term unemployed are growing, with 29 percent of the jobless out of work for more 
than 26 weeks, the most since records began in 1948.‖ (Matthew Benjamin And Alison Sider, ―Obama 

Stimulus Fails To Reboot Economy As No Multiplier Effect,‖ Bloomberg, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #124: Rep. John Tanner (D-TN) Claimed Stimulus Would Address “Immediate Economic 
Concerns” Of Tennesseans. ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act addresses the immediate 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
http://rockefeller.senate.gov/press/record.cfm?id=308299
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/07/30/contractors-say-stimulus-has-been-slow-to-kick-in
http://www.kosmas.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=58&Itemid=65
http://www.bls.gov/
http://pryor.senate.gov/newsroom/details.cfm?id=308036
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601068&sid=aV_ua6MsOc4M
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economic concerns of the American people and specifically Tennesseans.‖ (Rep. John Tanner, ―Tanner Votes 

For Job Creation In Tennessee,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment In Tennessee Has 
Increased By Nearly 18 Percent.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #125: Sen. Mary Landrieu (D-LA) Said Stimulus Would Help Businesses “Expand And Invest 
In The United States.” ―I am very encouraged that the Senate overcame the partisanship that was 
threatening quick passage of the nation‘s Economic Stimulus Package. We are on track to direct sorely 
needed cash to American taxpayers and to encourage businesses to expand and invest in the United 
States.‖ (Sen. Mary Landrieu, ―Senate Passes Bipartisan Economic Stimulus That Helps Seniors And Veterans,‖ Press 

Release, 2/7/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #126: Rep. Tom Perriello (D-VA) Said Transparency In Stimulus “Unprecedented.” ―Where 
before we saw blank-check bailouts, we now see unprecedented transparency and accountability.‖ (Rep. 

Tom Perriello, “Perriello Statement On The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: GAO Reports Transparency, Oversight Lacking. ―The Government Accountability 
Office said in a report that increased transparency and better oversight is needed to track stimulus 
money being sent to state and local governments. The report noted that keeping track of stimulus 
money and effectiveness wasn‘t necessarily easy under the current methods. ‗Questions remained 
about how to count jobs and measure performance under Recovery Act-funded programs,‘ the 
report said.‖ (Rich Edson and Joanna Ossinger, ―GAO: More Transparency Needed to Track Stimulus Money,‖ Fox 

Business, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #127: Rep. Ben Chandler (D-KY) Claimed Stimulus Bill “Contains Significant Oversight.” 
―[O]ur country is facing an economic crisis, and I believe that this package is emergency aid that has been 
composed responsibly, contains significant oversight, and is a necessary step to boost our economy.‖ (Rep. 

Ben Chandler, ―Chandler‘s Education Bill Included In The Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 1/15/09) 
 

 REALITY: No System In Place For Government To Report How Stimulus Money Is Spent. 
―The report raises concerns about how states and the federal governments will report back on how 
the stimulus money is spent. The Office of Management and Budget has provided some guidance 
on how to report the information, but auditors suggest that the states will require more 

http://www.house.gov/tanner/press111-005.htm
http://www.bls.gov/
http://landrieu.senate.gov/releases/08/2008215B02.html
http://landrieu.senate.gov/releases/08/2008215B02.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
http://perriello.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=25&parentid=6&sectiontree=6,25&itemid=67
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://www.foxbusiness.com/story/gao-transparency-needed-track-stimulus-money/
http://chandler.house.gov/2009/01/chandlers-education-bill-included-in-the-economic-recovery-package.shtml
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information.‖(Ed O‘Keefe, ―Eye Opener: Economic Stimulus Report,‖ The Washington Post’s ―Federal Eye‖ Blog, 

7/8/09) 

 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/federal-eye/2009/07/eye_opener_july_8_2009.html
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MIDWESTERN DEMOCRATS 
 

 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #128: Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) Said Stimulus Would “Provide Immediate Job Creation.” 
―This bill accomplishes what we set out to do—rebuild our economy and put Americans back to work…it is 
a significant jumpstart that our economy needs. It includes investments in Ohio‘s infrastructure which will 
provide immediate job creation‖ (Sen. Sherrod Brown, ―Brown Statement On Senate Passage Of Economic Recovery Bill,‖ 

Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: In July, Ohio’s Unemployment Reached 11.2 Percent, Up From 9.5 Percent In 
February. (Bureau of Labor Statistics, http://www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #129: Rep. John Boccieri (D-OH) Said Stimulus “Is About Creating Jobs.” ―This bill is about 
creating jobs. It‘s about investing in our people, our country, and our future.‖ (Rep. John Boccieri, ―House Passes 

Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/25/09) 
 

 REALITY: Much Of Spending Under Stimulus Has Nothing To Do With Creating Jobs. 
―Unemployment has doubled to 9.5% from 4.8% in only 16 months ... How could this happen when 
Washington has thrown trillions of dollars into the pot, including the famous $787 billion in stimulus 
spending that was supposed to yield $1.50 in growth for every dollar spent? For a start, too much 
of the money went to transfer payments such as Medicaid, jobless benefits and the like that do 
nothing for jobs and growth. The spending that creates new jobs is new spending, particularly on 
infrastructure. It amounts to less than 10% of the stimulus package today.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-

Ed, ―The Economy is Even Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #130: Rep. Steve Driehaus (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus “Will Save And Create Jobs In 
Cincinnati.” ―Just a few days after the President signed the recovery legislation into law, we already see 
critical funding flowing into our community.  This investment is going to help us start to repair and rebuild 
our crumbling infrastructure, and it will save and create jobs in Cincinnati.  This is a good first step on our 
long path toward recovery.‖ (Rep. Steve Driehaus, ―Representative Driehaus Announces More Than $30 Million In 

Transportation Funding For Greater Cincinnati,‖ Press Release, 3/6/09) 

http://brown.senate.gov/newsroom/press_releases/release/?id=969d6568-1de2-4d74-ba7f-0b1446f97a91
http://www.bls.gov/
http://boccieri.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=87&Itemid=64
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
http://driehaus.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=94&Itemid=77
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 REALITY: When Stimulus Was Signed In February, Unemployment Rate In Cincinnati-
Middletown Was 8.9 Percent As Of June; Unemployment Rate In Cincinnati-Middletown At 
10.1 Percent. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/18/09)  

 

CLAIM #131: Rep. Marcia Fudge (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus Would “Offer Much Needed Relief,” 
Create Jobs. ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan will offer much needed relief to millions of 
working families and unemployed workers who have been hurt by the economic downturn.  It will also 
provide incentives for businesses to grow and create new jobs.‖ (Rep. Marcia Fudge, ―Rep. Fudge Passes Historic 

Economic Recovery Plan,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Ohio Has Lost Nearly 145,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #132: Rep. Tim Ryan (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus Bill Would Create Private Sector Jobs. ―The 
[Stimulus] bill will invest in education, rebuild our nation‘s roads, bridges and waterways, create private 
sector jobs, help workers who have been hurt by this economy and create a tax break for 95% of all 
Americans.‖ (Rep. Tim Ryan, ―Congressman Tim Ryan Votes For American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 

1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Ohio Has Lost Nearly 145,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #133: Rep. Betty Sutton (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus About Putting “People Back To Work.” 
―The Recovery and Reinvestment Act is simple - it is about putting our people back to work and 
reinvigorating our economy. … Today‘s legislation is expected to save or create 133,000 jobs throughout 
Ohio,‖ (Rep. Betty Sutton, ―Congresswoman Sutton Votes To Strengthen American Economy,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Money Used To Prop Up State Government Spending. ―The report says 
that as of mid-June, states had received about $29 billion of the estimated $49 billion in stimulus 
funding they are scheduled to get before the federal budget year ends Sept. 30. More than 90% of 
the money given to the states so far is for Medicaid and a fund meant to prop up states‘ budgets for 
schools and other basic services such as public safety.‖ (―Stimulus Reaching U.S. States Faster Than 

Expected – GAO,‖ Reuters, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #134: Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus Would “Create Or Save 133,000 Jobs In 
Ohio.” ―Congresswoman Mary Jo Kilroy called her vote for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
a victory for central Ohio families struggling in this economic crisis and worried about their future security. 
The plan will cut taxes for 95 percent of Americans and create or save 133,000 jobs in Ohio, while 
modernizing schools, upgrading roads and creating infrastructure.‖ (Rep. Mary Jo Kilroy, ―Kilroy Votes To Pass 

Historic Recovery, Reinvestment Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Ohio Has Lost Nearly 145,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #135: Sen. Tim Johnson (D-SD) Said Providing Local Communities With Stimulus Funds 
Would Create Jobs.  ―We have been careful to create a responsible bill that highlights transparency.  Our 
goal is to focus on tax cuts for America‘s working families, infrastructure investments and job creation.  

http://www.bls.gov/
http://fudge.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=25&parentid=6&sectiontree=6,25&itemid=84
http://www.bls.gov/
http://timryan.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=261&Itemid=64
http://www.bls.gov/
http://sutton.house.gov/news/story.cfm?id=209
http://www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSN0734659820090707
http://kilroy.house.gov/2009/02/kilroy-votes-to-pass-historic-recovery-reinvestment-package.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
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Getting money back to the states and local communities will spur development and put people back to 
work.‖ (Sen. Tim Johnson, ―Bipartisan Stimulus Plan Set To Pass The Senate,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, South Dakota Has Lost Over 1,500 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/29/09) 

 

CLAIM #136: Rep. Earl Pomeroy (D-ND) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Or Save 8,000 Jobs For 
North Dakota. ―Congressman Earl Pomeroy today hailed the House‘s passage of the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act, calling the bill a necessary step to help get our economy back on track and prevent 
the situation from getting dramatically worse.  This bill will provide a strong boost to North Dakota‘s 
economy by saving and creating over 8,000 jobs in the state.‖ (Rep. Earl Pomeroy, ―Pomeroy Hails House Passage 

Of Recovery Bill To Help Stimulate North Dakota‘s Economy,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, North Dakota Has Lost Over 6,100 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #137: Rep. Mark Schauer (D-MI) Claimed Stimulus “Will Create 109,000 Much-Needed 
Michigan Jobs.” ―At a time when our county is facing the worst economic recession since the Great 
Depression, this bill will create 109,000 much-needed Michigan jobs … This recovery package is the 
jumpstart we need to get our economy moving again and put people back to work.‖ (Rep. Mark Schauer, 

“Schauer Comments On Recovery Package Conference Report, Final Approval Expected Tomorrow,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Michigan Has Lost Over 140,000 Jobs. 
(U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #138: Rep. Leonard Boswell (D-IA) Said Stimulus Would Create 37,000 Jobs In Iowa. ―The 
bottom line regarding the stimulus package is simple: will we take action to create jobs and make 
investments necessary to move our economy forward, or will we sit on the sidelines and just hope for the 
best?  I choose action.  I choose creating an estimated 37,000 jobs in the state of Iowa.‖ (Rep. Leonard 

Boswell, ―Statement Of Congressman Leonard Boswell On House Passage Of The Conference Report To H.R. 1, The American 
Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Iowa Has Lost Over 17,400 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #139: Rep. Jim Oberstar (D-MN) Claimed Stimulus Would Create One Million New Jobs By 
June. ―First and foremost, this is a jobs bill.  It will put Americans to work at jobs that pay a living wage; by 
this June, we could see as many as  one million new jobs nationwide.‖ (Rep. Jim Oberstar, ―Recovery Bill 

Expected To Become Law Monday,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, More Than 2.2 Million Jobs Have Been 
Lost.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/18/09) 

 

CLAIM #140: Rep. Mark Schauer (D-MI) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 109,000 Jobs In Michigan. 
―At a time when our county is facing the worst economic recession since the Great Depression, this bill will 
create 109,000 much-needed Michigan jobs and at least 7,900 jobs right here in the 7th district… This 
recovery package is the jumpstart we need to get our economy moving again and put people back to work. 
Doing nothing is not an option.‖ (Rep. Mark Schauer, ―Schauer Comments On Recovery Package Conference Report, 

Final Approval Expected Tomorrow,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 

http://johnson.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=308274
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.pomeroy.house.gov/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7bB4DAD0D5-78E8-4345-97DC-26B1A667D639%7d&DE=%7bEC387CD0-3169-4C4B-A806-87EC7C78D900%7d
http://www.bls.gov/
http://schauer.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=122301
http://www.bls.gov/
http://boswell.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=24&parentid=23&sectiontree=23,24&itemid=351
http://www.bls.gov/
http://www.oberstar.house.gov/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7bACA5115C-8B7B-4F6F-8007-C234950E20C0%7d&DE=%7bB588D2CA-026B-4F7A-9F6F-342F12C2B1F2%7d
http://www.bls.gov/
http://schauer.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=122301
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 REALITY: No Other State Losing Jobs As Quickly As Michigan. ―If you want to see economic 
stress, come to Michigan. Foreclosures remain stubbornly high, budget shortfalls are forcing state 
workers to take unpaid days off and thousands of workers tied to the domestic automakers are 
anxious about how they‘ll fare with the refashioned Chrysler LLC and General Motors Corp. out of 
bankruptcy … ‗No other state has lost as many jobs, and lost them so quickly and apparently so 
permanently,‘ says East Lansing economist Patrick Anderson, who doesn‘t see Michigan‘s 
economy turning around until employment begins to rise.‖ (Kathy Barks Hoffman, ―Michigan 2nd-Worst 

State On Economic Stress Index,‖ The Associated Press, 7/27/09) 
 

CLAIM #141: Rep. Gary Peters (D-MI) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide “Over 100,000 Michigan 
Jobs.” ―This plan will mean over 100,000 more Michigan jobs, tax breaks for businesses and four million 
Michigan residents and long-overdue investments in our roads and schools.‖ (Rep. Gary Peters, ―Congressman 

Gary Peters Statement On Signing Of American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: In June, Michigan Became First State In Last Quarter-Century To Reach 15 
Percent Unemployment. ―Michigan became the first state in 25 years to suffer an unemployment 
rate exceeding 15%, according to a report released Friday by the Labor Department.‖ (―Michigan 

Unemployment Tops 15%,‖ CNNMoney.com, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #142: Rep. John Conyers (D-MI) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 109,000 Jobs In Michagan. 
―This package is expected to provide 109,000 jobs to the state of Michigan – over 13,000 of which will be 
located in Detroit.  If the Senate acts soon, we can begin to mitigate the job losses currently occurring in my 
district and jump start the process of fully employing the Motor City.‖ (Rep. John Conyers, ―Conyers Applauds 

Passage Of First Step In Economic Recovery; Agrees With White House That Foreclosure Prevention Must Come Next,‖ Press 
Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed February, Unemployment In Michigan Has Increased 
By Over 25 Percent.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #143: Rep. Joe Donnelly (D-IN) Claimed Stimulus Bill Would Create 75,000 Jobs In Indiana. 
―The compromise package of $789 billion will create or save 3.5 million jobs—75,000 in Indiana and 7,900 
in north central Indiana.‖ (Rep. Joe Donnelly, ―Congressman Donnelly Lauds Passage Of Recovery And Reinvestment 

Plan,” Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Indiana Has Lost Over 113,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #144: Rep. Debbie Halvorson (D-IL) Said Stimulus Would Create New Jobs In America. ―It‘s 
clear to me we needed to act right now. We must create new jobs and grow our economy. This package 
will do exactly that by saving and creating over three million jobs across America.‖ (Rep. Debbie Halvorson, 

―Halvorson Votes ‗YES‘ to Save And Create Jobs, Begin Long-Term Economic Recovery,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Since Signing Of Stimulus, There Have Been Over 2.2 Million Jobs Lost 
Nationwide. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/12/09) 

 

http://www.freep.com/article/20090727/NEWS06/90727014/
http://peters.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=22&parentid=21&sectiontree=21,22&itemid=84
http://money.cnn.com/2009/07/17/news/economy/state_unemployment_report/index.htm?postversion=2009071711
http://conyers.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=News.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=85588e8f-19b9-b4b1-1231-070dc92af46e&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://conyers.house.gov/index.cfm?FuseAction=News.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=85588e8f-19b9-b4b1-1231-070dc92af46e&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://www.bls.gov/
http://donnelly.house.gov/list/press/in02_donnelly/morenews/021309_Stimulus.shtml
http://www.bls.gov/
http://halvorson.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=9&Itemid=75
http://www.bls.gov/
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CLAIM #145: Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-MO) Claimed “We Passed The Economic Recovery Act To Put 
People Back To Work And Bring Jobs To Americans Across The Country.” (Sen. Claire McCaskill, 

―McCaskill Grant Announcement:$45 Million in Recovery Act Grant Funding Coming to Missouri,‖ Press Release, 2/26/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 
Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

CLAIM #146: Rep. Russ Carnahan (D-MO) Claimed “This Jobs And Recovery Plan Will Create Or 
Save 69,000 Jobs In Missouri” (Rep. Russ Carnahan, ―Carnahan Votes To Put Americans Back To Work,‖ Press 

Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed In February, Missouri Has Lost Over 44,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/29/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #147:  Sen. Kent Conrad (D-ND) Claimed Stimulus Would “Jumpstart Economic Growth.” 
―We must take quick and responsible action to prevent this crisis from worsening. This bipartisan bill 
features tax cuts and targeted investments that will create jobs and jumpstart economic growth.‖ (Sen. Kent 

Conrad, ―Statement From Senator Kent Conrad On Final Passage Of American Recovery And Reinvestment Act of 2009,‖ Press 
Release, 2/14/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus, There Have Been Over 2.2 Million Jobs Lost 
Nationwide. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #148: Rep. Zack Space (D-OH) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide Relief For His Ohio 
Constituents. ―I hear from constituents every day who are suffering through job losses and 
foreclosures. This bill will bring them some relief.‖ (Rep. Zack Space, ―House Passes Historic Recovery Bill,‖ Press 

Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment In Ohio Has Increased 
By Over 17 Percent.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #149: Rep. Steve Kagen (D-WI) Claimed Stimulus Would “Jumpstart” Economy. ―Our goal 
was to act swiftly to jumpstart our economy and create jobs and I am proud to say that that process has 
begun,‖ (Rep. Steve Kagen, ―Kagen Announces First Allocation Of Recovery Act Funding,‖ Press Release, 2/28/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Since Stimulus Passed, More Than 76,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In Wisconsin.  
(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #150: Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS) Claimed Stimulus Would “Provide Both Quick Relief And A 
Substantial Boost.” ―[T]he mix of tax cuts and investments in the recovery package is designed to provide 
both quick relief and a substantial boost to our struggling economy.‖ (Rep. Dennis Moore, ―Moore Supports 

Economic Recovery Bill,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Brookings’ Institution Scholar Says Stimulus Spending Too Slow. ―‗It‘s just taken 
too long to get it going,‘ said Barry Bosworth, a senior fellow in Brookings‘ economic studies 
program.  He said the program, a mixture of discretionary spending, tax cuts and state aid, did little 

http://mccaskill.senate.gov/newsroom/record.cfm?id=309115
http://www.bls.gov/
http://carnahan.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=97&Itemid=108
http://carnahan.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=97&Itemid=108
http://www.bls.gov/
http://conrad.senate.gov/pressroom/record.cfm?id=308301
http://conrad.senate.gov/pressroom/record.cfm?id=308301
http://www.bls.gov/
http://space.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=20&parentid=8&sectiontree=8,20&itemid=573
http://space.house.gov/index.cfm?sectionid=20&parentid=8&sectiontree=8,20&itemid=573
http://www.bls.gov/
http://kagen.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=225:kagen-announces-first-allocation-of-recovery-act-funding&catid=78:press-releases&Itemid=194
http://www.bls.gov/
http://moore.house.gov/nr.asp?nr_id=592
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to boost business investment.‖ (Joseph J. Schatz, ―Analysts Give Stimulus Mixed Review,‖ Congressional 

Quarterly, 8/13/09) 
 

CLAIM #151: Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN) Claimed Stimulus “Staunched The Bleeding Of Jobs.” ―President 
Obama issued a call for action from this Nation. He clearly laid out the economic situation that we are in 
right now, but, more importantly, he laid out a plan for growth, a plan that started a week ago with the 
passage of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act. What it did was it staunched the bleeding of 
jobs …‖ (Rep. Tim Walz, Congressional Record, 2/25/09, p. H2634) 
 

 REALITY: Under Obama, Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over 
the last six months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, 
including the military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job 
gains over the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to 
wipe out all job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even 

Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #152: Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-MI) Ensured Stimulus Funds Would Be Spent Wisely. ―The 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act includes no earmarked projects and unprecedented 
accountability and transparency measures to help ensure that taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and 
effectively. Americans can track investments at a new Website, www.recovery.gov.‖ (Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick, 

―Congresswoman Kilpatrick Supports Passage Of Historic Stimulus Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Money Being Wasted On Roads That Don’t Need Repairs. ―Tens of 
thousands of unsafe or decaying bridges carrying 100 million drivers a day must wait for repairs 
because states are spending stimulus money on spans that are already in good shape or on easier 
projects like repaving roads ... In all, 1,286 deficient or obsolete bridges are expected to share $2.2 
billion in stimulus money for repairs, the AP analysis shows. But that‘s less than 1 percent of the 
more than 150,000 bridges nationwide that engineers have labeled deficient or obsolete. Of those, 
more than 39,000 are considered the worst, rated poor in at least one structural component and 
eligible to be replaced with federal money.‖ (Brett J. Blackledge and Matt Apuzzo, ―Stimulus Cash Not Fixing 

Dangerous Bridges,‖ The Associated Press, 7/31/09) 
 

CLAIM #153: Rep. Dennis Moore (D-KS) Said Stimulus Funds Would Be “Invested Effectively … As 
Possible.”  ―[W]ith the strong transparency and accountability provisions included in the bill, we will ensure 
that taxpayer dollars are invested effectively, efficiently and as quickly as possible.‖ (Rep. Dennis Moore, ―Moore 

Supports Economic Recovery Bill,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Hard Hit Areas Not Receiving Funds Despite Requirements In Stimulus Package. 
―Under the Obama administration‘s economic stimulus plan, needy communities were supposed to 
be a priority when doling out money to rebuild highways and jump-start the economy. It hasn‘t 
worked out that way. The rules required that states give priority to counties considered 
‗economically distressed.‘ Yet less than half the federal highway money announced so far is 
directed toward those high-unemployment, low-income areas according to an Associated Press 
analysis of more than $16 billion in spending announced by the U.S. Transportation Department.‖ 
(April Castro, ―Stimulus Watch: Neediest Areas Not First For Money,‖ The Associated Press, 7/19/09) 

http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://www.cq.com/doc/3191273
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=h2634&dbname=2009_record
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
http://www.house.gov/list/press/mi13_kilpatrick/KilpatrickSupportsPassageofHistoricStimulusPlan.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/31/national/main5199914.shtml
http://moore.house.gov/nr.asp?nr_id=592
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TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #154: Sen. Russ Feingold (D-WI) Said Stimulus Would Address “Urgent Infrastructure” 
Needs.  ―This bill, while far from perfect, offers a chance to turn our economy around while addressing our 
country‘s urgent infrastructure and energy challenges.  While it will take time for the plan to yield benefits, I 
will work with both the state and federal government to make sure that this funding is used as effectively as 
possible.‖ (Sen. Russ Feingold, ―Feingold Supports Final Passage Of The Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 

2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: But Stimulus Money Skipping “Unsafe Or Decaying Bridges” For “Spans That Are 
Already In Good Shape.” ―Tens of thousands of unsafe or decaying bridges carrying 100 million 
drivers a day must wait for repairs because states are spending stimulus money on spans that are 
already in good shape or on easier projects like repaving roads ... In all, 1,286 deficient or obsolete 
bridges are expected to share $2.2 billion in stimulus money for repairs, the AP analysis shows. 
But that‘s less than 1 percent of the more than 150,000 bridges nationwide that engineers have 
labeled deficient or obsolete. Of those, more than 39,000 are considered the worst, rated poor in at 
least one structural component and eligible to be replaced with federal money.‖(Brett J. Blackledge and 

Matt Apuzzo, ―Stimulus Cash Not Fixing Dangerous Bridges,‖ The Associated Press, 7/31/09) 
 

CLAIM #155: Sen. Herb Kohl (D-WI) Said Stimulus Would Help Hard-Hit Families. ―This bill provides 
both a short term boost for struggling families across the nation and tools for a more sustained, longer term 
recovery.  We need to set the stage for recovery, knowing that it will be a multi-year process.‖ (Sen. Herb 

Kohl, ―Kohl Secures Boosts For Nutrition, Rural Area Resources In Senate Stimulus Bill,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: “53 Percent Of The Money Is Going To Counties That Don’t Meet The Federal 
Standard Of Economically Distressed Areas.” (April Castro, ―Stimulus Watch: Neediest Areas Not First 

For Money,‖ The Associated Press, 7/19/09) 
 

CLAIM #156: Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) Said Stimulus Would “Make Critical Investments In Our 
Roads, Bridges And Highways.” ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will jumpstart our 
economy in the near term while also building the foundation for longer-term prosperity… It will create 
millions of jobs and make critical investments in our roads, bridges and highways, in renewable, 
homegrown sources of energy and in our high-speed Internet infrastructure.‖ (Sen. Amy Klobuchar, ―Klobuchar 

Votes for Economic Recovery Plan That Will Create Jobs, Provide Relief To Middle-Class Families And Get Our Economy 
Moving,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Construction Industry Disappointed With Low Amount Of Stimulus Funds For 
Roads, Leading To Very Few Jobs Actually Being Created. ―Much of the $787 billion in a 
federal program to spur the economy was supposed to pour like mixed concrete onto American 
roads, bridges, and construction sites. So far, though, the amount of money funneling into US 
construction zones is less than expected.  ... Judging by a survey within the trade association, 
Sandherr says, relatively few new jobs are being created by the stimulus.‖  (Mark Trumbull, ―Contractors 

Say Stimulus Has Been Slow to Kick In,‖ The Christian Science Monitor, 7/30/09) 
 

CLAIM #157: Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin (D-SD) Said Stimulus Would Help Stimulate Economy 
Through Infrastructure. ―[T]his bill will have a strongly stimulative effect on our economy through tax cuts, 

http://feingold.senate.gov/record.cfm?id=308319
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/07/31/national/main5199914.shtml
http://kohl.senate.gov/newsroom/pressrelease.cfm?customel_dataPageID_1464=2132
http://www.examiner.com/a-2125516~STIMULUS_WATCH__Neediest_areas_not_first_for_money.html
http://klobuchar.senate.gov/newsreleases_detail.cfm?id=308330&
http://features.csmonitor.com/economyrebuild/2009/07/30/contractors-say-stimulus-has-been-slow-to-kick-in
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job creation and infrastructure investment.‖ (Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, ―Herseth Sandlin Supports Recovery And 

Reinvestment Act,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Infrastructure Projects Receiving Very Small Percentage of Stimulus Funds. 
―According to the report, 90% of the money distributed has come in the form of increased federal 
education and health-care grants to state governments. This money has helped many state 
governments to partially offset budget shortfalls. A much smaller portion has been spent on 
transportation infrastructure projects, the GAO said.‖ (Corey Boles, ―Flow of Stimulus Funds Slightly 

Exceeds Forecast,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/8/09) 
 

CLAIM #158: Rep. Debbie Halvorson (D-IL) Claimed Stimulus Would Invest In Infrastructure, 
Schools, Energy, Technology And Small Businesses. ―It‘s critical that we invest in American 
infrastructure, including schools, energy, technology and small businesses. The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act will do exactly that.‖ (Rep. Debbie Halvorson, Congressional Record, 1/27/09, p. H578) 
 

 REALITY: Instead, Stimulus Money Used To Prop Up State Government Spending. ―The 
report says that as of mid-June, states had received about $29 billion of the estimated $49 billion in 
stimulus funding they are scheduled to get before the federal budget year ends Sept. 30. More 
than 90% of the money given to the states so far is for Medicaid and a fund meant to prop up 
states‘ budgets for schools and other basic services such as public safety.‖ (―Stimulus Reaching U.S. 

States Faster Than Expected – GAO,‖ Reuters, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #159: Rep. Sander Levin (D-MI) Said Stimulus Would “Provide Targeted Support For Areas 
Like Education.” ―This package is a good balance for Michigan: immediate economic assistance for 
families, quick job creation, targeted support for areas like education and health care key to the fabric of 
families and communities, and investments in energy and advanced automotive technologies.‖ (Rep. Sander 

Levin, ―Recovery Package To Provide Major Benefits To Michigan,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Stimulus Funds Spent On Short Term State Budget Deficits Instead Of Education 
Investments. ―But investigators found repeated examples in which, either out of desperation or 
convenience, states favored short-term spending over long-term efforts such as education reform 
… In Flint, Mich., for example, new schools haven‘t been built in 30 years but the school 
superintendent told auditors that he would use federal money to cope with budget deficits rather 
than building new schools or paying for early childhood education.‖ (Kimberly Hefling, ―Audit Finds States 

Using Stimulus To Stay Afloat,‖ The Associated Press, 7/7/09) 
 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #160: Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-MI) Claimed Stimulus Would “Bring Jobs, Relief, And Hope 
To Michigan’s Families.” ―This economic recovery plan will provide a foundation for economic security 
and stability by creating three to four million jobs and preparing our country for the 21st Century through 
targeted, timely investments in clean energy, innovation, and education… The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act will bring jobs, relief, and hope to Michigan‘s families.‖ (Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick, 

―Congresswoman Kilpatrick Supports Passage Of Historic Stimulus Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: In June, Michigan Became First State In Last Quarter-Century To Reach 15 
Percent Unemployment. ―Michigan became the first state in 25 years to suffer an unemployment 

http://hersethsandlin.house.gov/press/2009/press_021309_stimulus.htm
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124698265628806371.html
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getpage.cgi?position=all&page=h578&dbname=2009_record
http://www.reuters.com/article/marketsNews/idUSN0734659820090707
http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/mi12_levin/PR021209.shtml
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=8026886
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rate exceeding 15%, according to a report released Friday by the Labor Department.‖ (―Michigan 

Unemployment Tops 15%,‖ CNNMoney.com, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #161: Rep. Tim Walz (D-MN) Claimed Stimulus Would Turn Recession Around. ―[T]he 3.5 
million Americans whose livelihood relies on the jobs this bill will create and save certainly don‘t want to see 
us let the perfect get in the way of the good.  We‘re committed to turning this recession around and the 
recovery package is the first step.‖ (Rep. Tim Walz, ―Walz Will Vote To Create Or Save 3.5 Million Jobs Through 

Recovery Act,‖ Press Release, 2/12/09) 
 

 REALITY: Former Clinton Secretary Of Labor Says “There’s No Evidence That This 
Economy Is Doing Much Better.” ROBERT REICH: ―Anybody who says we‘re out of the woods 
or moving out of the woods has got to be lost at sea. I mean there‘s no evidence that this economy 
is doing much better. The best that can be said is that we‘re getting worse more slowly, and that is 
a small consolation for people who are losing their jobs.‖ (ABC News‘ ―This Week,‖ 8/23/09) 

 

http://money.cnn.com/2009/07/17/news/economy/state_unemployment_report/index.htm?postversion=2009071711
http://walz.house.gov/list/press/mn01_walz/recoveryfinal.shtml
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WESTERN DEMOCRATS 
 

 
 

JOB CREATION 
 

CLAIM #162: Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-CA) Said Stimulus Would Create 396,000 Jobs In California. 
The Stimulus Will Create Up To 396,000 Jobs In California. ―Once this bill is enacted, California will gain 
substantial revenue and be able to move these revenues directly into job production. The White House has 
estimated that the bill could create as many as 396,000 jobs in California. So, this would be a big boost for 
our State.‖ (Sen. Dianne Feinstein, ―Senator Feinstein Outlines Funding Details For California Included In Economic Recovery 

Package Conference Report,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Nearly 360,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
California. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #163: Rep. Jerry McNerney (D-CA) Claimed “Economic Recovery Package Is About Getting 
People Back To Work.” (Rep. Jerry McNerney, ―McNerney Supports The American Recovery And Reinvestment Act,‖ 

Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: California Is One Of Six States With Unemployment Above 11.5 Percent.  (U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #164: Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus Would “Help Free Us From Our 
Dependency On Foreign Oil.” ―Not only will this bill create green jobs that our economy needs today, but 
it will also enhance the long-term security and sustainability of our economy by investing in a smart-energy 
future that helps free us from our dependency on foreign oil.‖ (Rep. Mike Thompson, Congressional Record, 1/27/09, 

p. H563) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 

http://feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=NewsRoom.PressReleases&ContentRecord_id=713f9bba-5056-8059-76eb-bcc1428c7067&Region_id=&Issue_id=
http://www.bls.gov/
http://mcnerney.house.gov/list/press/ca11_mcnerney/PR090213.shtml
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initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

CLAIM #165: Rep. Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Nearly 400,000 Jobs In 
California. ―Although this package is not perfect, I am pleased that the H.R. 1 Conference Report provides 
increased funding for several critical infrastructure projects that will fund the creation of new jobs and help 
states and municipalities complete long-overdue projects… This funding will help create nearly 400,000 
new jobs in the state and 6,900 jobs in California‘s 47th Congressional District.‖ (Rep. Loretta Sanchez, ―Rep. 

Loretta Sanchez Supports Passage Of Critical Economic Recovery Legislation,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Nearly 360,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
California. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #166: Rep. Maxine Waters (D-CA) Claimed “Economic Recovery Package That We Passed 
Will Put People Back To Work.” (Rep. Maxine Waters, ―Congresswoman Waters Hosts Roundtable on Economic 

Recovery in 35th District,‖ Press Release, 2/19/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Nearly 360,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
California. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 

 

CLAIM #167: Rep. Joe Baca (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Or Save Hundreds Of 
Thousands Of Jobs In California. ―Today, President Obama signed into law his historic plan to create 
and save 3.5 million jobs and start to get the American economy back on track … This jobs and recovery 
plan will create or save almost 400,000 jobs in California by the end of 2010, including over 52,000 jobs 
here in the Inland Empire.‖ (Rep. Joe Baca, ―Baca Hails President‘s Signature Of Historic Jobs Creation Bill,‖ Press 

Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: California Is One Of Six States With Unemployment Above 11.5 Percent.  (U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #168: Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus “Would Help Businesses Create Jobs.” 
―This package will help businesses create jobs and families afford their bills while laying a foundation for 
future economic growth in key areas like health care, clean energy, education and a 21st century 
infrastructure.‖ (Rep. Barbara Lee, ―Congresswoman Barbara Lee Applauds Passage Of Economic Recovery Package,‖ 

Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus, There Have Been Over 2.2 Million Jobs Lost 
Nationwide, Nearly 360,000 Jobs Lost In California. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, 

www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #169: Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) Promised Stimulus Would Create Jobs In New Mexico. ―We 
need to inject capital into the economy to create jobs and get people back to work … This bill will help New 
Mexico build roads, invest in drinking water projects and create incentives to expand the manufacture of 
renewable energy technology.  We need to get an economic recovery package to the president right away.‖ 
(Sen. Jeff Bingaman, ―Bingaman & Udall: Bill Would Direct at Least $953 Million into New Mexico‘s Economy,‖ Press Release, 
2/10/09) 
 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders
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http://www.house.gov/apps/list/press/ca43_baca/obama_stimulus_021709.html
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 REALITY: Since Stimulus Passed In February, Unemployment In New Mexico Has Increased 
By Nearly 30 Percent From 5.4 Percent In February To 7 Percent In July. (U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #170: Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) Said Stimulus Would Help Oregon By Providing Badly Needed 
Jobs.  ―‗This economic recovery legislation will create jobs Oregon and the nation desperately need right 
now,‘ said Wyden. ‗It also looks to the future by protecting over 300,000 Oregonians from the crushing 
alternative minimum tax, helping economically distressed homeowners and putting our schools on a better 
foundation.‘‖ (Sen. Ron Wyden, ―Senate Passes Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment In Oregon Has Increased 
By Over 10 Percent From 10.7 Percent in February To 11.9 Percent In July.  (U.S. Bureau of 

Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #171: Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-OR) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 3.5 Million Jobs. “As well as 
creating and saving around 3.5 million jobs, this package is estimated to create $21 billion in new 
investments and lending to small businesses alone.‖ (Rep. Kurt Schrader, ―Schrader Statement On US Chamber Of 

Commerce Support For His Vote On Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/24/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Since Signing Of Stimulus, There Have Been Over 2.2 Million Jobs Lost 
Nationwide. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/12/09) 

 

CLAIM #172: Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-OR) Claimed Stimulus Would Create 44,000 Jobs Across 
Oregon. ―The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will provide much needed relief to American 
families and a much needed immediate boost to our economy… In addition to creating an estimated 44,000 
jobs across Oregon, this bill will give direct aid to our states, along with the hundreds of millions of dollars 
for improving and maintaining transportation, roads and bridges, healthcare, and education.‖ (Rep. Earl 

Blumenauer, ―A Vote To Get Oregon Back On Its Feet,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09)   
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Oregon Has Lost Over 44,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #173: Rep. John Salazar (D-CO) Claimed Stimulus “American Job Creation Effort.” ―I‘m proud 
to support this American job creation effort. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will help repair 
America‘s aging infrastructure, cut taxes and invest in new energy and the education of a 21st century 
workforce.‖ (John Salazar, ―It‘s Time To Spend American Money On American Jobs,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

CLAIM #174: Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) Claimed Stimulus Bill Is “About Jobs.” ―That‘s what we will 
see in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. It‘s about jobs …‖ (Rep. Ed Perlmutter, Congressional 

Record, 2/12/09, p. H1260) 

http://www.bls.gov/
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 REALITY: Much Of Spending Under Stimulus Has Nothing To Do With Creating Jobs. 
―Unemployment has doubled to 9.5% from 4.8% in only 16 months ... How could this happen when 
Washington has thrown trillions of dollars into the pot, including the famous $787 billion in stimulus 
spending that was supposed to yield $1.50 in growth for every dollar spent? For a start, too much 
of the money went to transfer payments such as Medicaid, jobless benefits and the like that do 
nothing for jobs and growth. The spending that creates new jobs is new spending, particularly on 
infrastructure. It amounts to less than 10% of the stimulus package today.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-

Ed, ―The Economy Is Even Worse Than You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #175: Perlmutter Claimed Stimulus Bill Would Create Between 3 And 4 Million Jobs. ―This is a 
time for bold action, and in the Recovery and Reinvestment Act we will maintain or create somewhere 
between 3 million and 4 million jobs in the construction industry and the energy industry; we will maintain 
jobs of teachers and firefighters and policemen.‖ (Rep. Ed Perlmutter, Congressional Record, 2/13/09, p. H1524) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus, There Have Been Over 2.2 Million Jobs Lost 
Nationwide. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/12/09) 

 

CLAIM #176: Rep. Jim Matheson (D-UT) Claimed Job Creation Would Be Core Of Stimulus. ―The core 
of this bill deals with job creation …‖ (Rep. Jim Matheson, ―Matheson Will Support Plan To Shore Up Utahns In The 

Recession,‖ Press Release, 1/28/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Utah Has Lost Over 32,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #177: Rep. Dina Titus (D-NV) Claimed 34,000 Jobs Would Be Created Or Saved In Nevada. 
―With this critical legislation, we are beginning the long and difficult process of restoring our economic 
security and putting our economy back on the right track.  In my district alone, this plan will create or save 
more than 11,000 jobs, and 34,000 jobs statewide.‖ (Rep. Dina Titus, ―Today Congress Took Bold Action To 

Create Jobs,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Nevada Has Lost Over 37,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #178: Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA) Claimed Stimulus Will “Ensure” People Get Back To Work. 
―We have to get people back to work, and this legislation takes major steps to ensure that happens.‖ (Rep. 

Brian Baird, ―Brian Takes Action To Save The Economy And Create Jobs,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: CBO Says Joblessness Will Increase. ―The Congressional Budget Office painted a 
worsening picture for joblessness on Tuesday: The CBO sees unemployment peaking at 10.4% 
next year from an average of 9.3% this year, before it falls to 9.1% in 2011.‖ (Jia Lynn, ―Recovery Won‘t 

Improve Unemployment,‖ CNNMoney.com, 8/25/09) 
 

CLAIM #179: Rep. Gabrielle Giffords (D-AZ) Claimed Stimulus’ Intent To Create Jobs. ―The hard-
working men and women I represent want action - they want their federal government to do what is 
necessary to create jobs, help small businesses and lay the groundwork for long-term prosperity. These are 
the bottom-line reasons for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.‖ (Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, ―Stimulus Bill 

Deserved My Vote,‖ The Arizona Republic, 2/23/09) 
 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124753066246235811.html
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 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment In Arizona Has Increased 
By Over 24 Percent From 7.4 Percent In February To 9.2 Percent In July.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #180: Rep. Harry Mitchell (D-AZ) Claimed Stimulus Funds Would Put People To Work. ―This 
stimulus funding will put people to work on projects that improve our infrastructure, conserve on 
environment and help reduce or dependence on foreign oil.‖ (Rep. Harry Mitchell, ―Mitchell Announces $63.8 Million 

In Stimulus Funding for Energy Efficiency In Arizona,‖ Press Release, 3/26/09) 
 

 REALITY Since Stimulus Was Passed In February Over 60,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
Arizona. (Bureau of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/26/09) 

 

CLAIM #181: Rep. Shelley Berkley (D-NV) Claimed Stimulus Would Result In New Jobs For Nevada.  
―We are making an historic investment in Nevada and our nation with this recovery package and the result 
will be new jobs, more clean energy, safer roads and lower taxes for 95% of all Americans.‖ (Rep. Shelley 

Berkley, ―Economic Recovery Package Will Create New Jobs, Increase Clean Energy And Deliver Needed Tax Relief To Nevada 
Families,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment Rate In Nevada Has 
Risen By Almost 25 Percent From 7.4 Percent In February To 9.2 Percent In July.  (U.S. Bureau 

of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, 8/24/09) 
 

JUMP STARTING THE ECONOMY 
 

CLAIM #182: Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Jobs Quickly. ―This legislation 
will create jobs quickly, help restore purchasing power, assist those in need and begin to reignite our 
flagging economy.‖ (Rep. Adam Schiff, Congressional Record, 1/28/09, p. H616) 
 

 REALITY: Only Small Fraction Of Stimulus Money Has Been Put To Use. ―Only about a tenth 
of the money has been spent so far, and only about half of it will have been spent by October 2010, 
according to the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office.‖ (Kevin G. Hall and David Lightman, ―Did Team 

Obama Get It Wrong On The Stimulus?‖ McClatchy, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #183: Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus Would Provide Immediate Assistance. 
―Our economy needs immediate assistance, and this package will provide it.  It will get Americans back to 
work, rebuild our crumbling infrastructure, and provide crucial relief to our states and local governments.‖ 
(Rep. Lynn Woolsey, ―Woolsey: ―This is $800 Billion Times Better Than What We Had Three Weeks Ago,‖ Press Release, 
2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Counties In Need Of Jobs Not Getting Stimulus Funds. ―[T]he GAO said about half 
the money set aside for road and bridge repairs is being used to repave highways, rather than 
building new infrastructure. And state officials aren‘t steering the money toward counties that need 
jobs the most, auditors found.‖ (Kimberly Hefling, ―Audit Finds States Using Stimulus To Stay Afloat,‖ The 

Associated Press, 7/7/09) 
 

CLAIM #184: Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) Claimed Stimulus Would Create Jobs Immediately. ―This bill 
meets that crisis head on by investing in programs that will create jobs now and pave the way for future 

http://www.bls.gov/
http://mitchell.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=383&Itemid=80
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http://www.bls.gov/
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growth.‖ (Sen. Jeff Merkley, ―Merkley: Economic Growth Package Contains Significant Help For Workers and States,‖ Press 

Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Job Losses Now At Historic Highs. ―The cumulative job losses over the last six 
months have been greater than for any other half year period since World War II, including the 
military demobilization after the war. The job losses are also now equal to the net job gains over 
the previous nine years, making this the only recession since the Great Depression to wipe out all 
job growth from the previous expansion.‖ (Mortimer Zuckerman, Op-Ed, ―The Economy Is Even Worse Than 

You Think,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/14/09) 
 

CLAIM #185: Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) Said Stimulus Would “Help Get Our Country Back On 
Track.” ―The House and Senate have taken a critical step forward by passing the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act.  It will give our economy the jolt it needs, create jobs, and help get our country back on 
track,‖ Senator Murray said in her speech.  ―But we aren‘t done yet – we still need to get that bill to 
President Obama.  And every day we wait, the economy gets worse.‖ (Sen. Patty Murray, ―Murray Urges Support 

For Economic Recovery Bill,‖ Press Release, 2/11/09) 
 

 REALITY: No Hope Among Americans That Stimulus Is Helping To End Recession.  ―Six 
months after President Obama launched a $787 billion plan to right the nation‘s economy, a 
majority of Americans think the avalanche of new federal aid has cost too much and done too little 
to end the recession.‖  (Brad Heath, ―Poll: 57% Don‘t See Stimulus Working,‖ USA Today, 8/17/09) 

 

CLAIM #186: Murray Said Stimulus Would Provide “Jump Start” For Washington State. Murray: ―Our 
state‘s economy is sputtering. This bill provides a jump start … This bill will help put money back in families‘ 
pockets, workers back on the job, and our economy back on track. While there is a lot of work still ahead, 
today we are taking the bold action needed to meet part of this challenge.‖ (Sen. Patty Murray, ―Senator Murray 

Announces Washington State Investments in Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Washington State Has Lost Over 22,000 
Jobs.  (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09).   

 

CLAIM #187: Sen. Tom Udall (D-NM) Said “Help Is On The Way” With Stimulus. ―With the passage of 
this bill, help is on the way. The $1.108 billion set aside for New Mexico will allow us to create good jobs 
while improving our state‘s roads, renovating schools and addressing a variety of other needs.  In addition 
to the investments we‘ll be able to make through this bill, thousands of New Mexico families will receive tax 
relief … I‘m very glad we were able to get this bill done and to the president.‖ (Sen. Tom Udall, ―Bingaman & 

Udall: N.M. Set To Receive $1.108 Billion To Create Jobs,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY:  Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Unemployment In New Mexico Has 
Increased By Almost 30 Percent From 5.4 Percent in February To 7 Percent In July. (U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #188: Rep. Harry Teague (D-NM) Claimed Stimulus Would “Spur The Economy And Create 
Jobs”. ―So what we are doing is working with President Obama to put forward an economic recovery 
package to spur the economy and create jobs.‖ (Rep. Harry Teague, Congressional Record, 1/28/09, p. H731) 
 

http://merkley.senate.gov/newsroom/press/release/?id=8115e9a2-f02b-49c0-aa8d-19947690f86e
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 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 Million 
Jobs, New Mexico Has Lost Nearly 20,000 Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, www.bls.gov, 

Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

CLAIM #189: Rep. David Wu (D-OR) Claimed Oregonians “Desperately Need” Stimulus. ―This bill will 
be good for Oregonians—it will keep our schools open longer, create jobs, fix some of our roads and 
bridges, and help plug the hole in the state budget gap.  It could have been better, and I‘m proud to have 
fought for it to be better. Now that this long fight is nearly over, I am eager for money to begin flowing to 
those in Oregon who so desperately need it.‖ (Rep. David Wu, ―Wu Continues To Fight For Education Funds As 

Economic Recovery Legislation Passes,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Signing Of Stimulus In February, Oregon Has Lost Over 44,000 Jobs. (U.S. 

Bureau Of Labor Statistics Website, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09) 
 

WASTEFUL SPENDING 
 

CLAIM #190:  Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) Claimed Taxpayer Dollars Would Be “Spent Wisely And 
Effectively” In Stimulus. ―H.R. 1 has unprecedented accountability and transparency measures in place 
to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and effectively—including no earmarks and a new 
(recovery.gov) website allowing Americans to track the investments. I will continue to work with the 
President and my colleagues in Congress to stabilize our economy and promote job growth,‖ (Rep. Ed 

Perlmutter, ―Rep. Perlmutter Praises President Obama Signing H.R. 1 Into Law In Denver,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Vice President Biden Admitted Waste Already Happning.  Biden: ―There are going 
to be mistakes made … Some people are being scammed already.‖ (Pedro Nicolaci da Costa, ―Biden 

Says Some Waste Inevitable Part Of Stimulus,‖ Reuters, 6/2/09) 
 

TARGETED INVESTMENTS 
 

CLAIM #191: Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA) Said Stimulus Would Create Jobs Investing In 
Infrastructure.  ―This bill will put Californians to work now building the highways, bridges, transit and rail 
systems, and renewable energy sources of the 21st century.‖ (Sen. Barbara Boxer, ―Boxer Praises Passage Of 

Economic Recovery Legislation,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Infrastructure Projects Receiving Very Small Percentage of Stimulus Funds. 
―According to the report, 90% of the money distributed has come in the form of increased federal 
education and health-care grants to state governments. This money has helped many state 
governments to partially offset budget shortfalls. A much smaller portion has been spent on 
transportation infrastructure projects, the GAO said.‖ (Corey Boles, ―Flow of Stimulus Funds Slightly 

Exceeds Forecast,‖ The Wall Street Journal, 7/8/09) 
 

CLAIM #192: Rep. Mike Thompson (D-CA) Claimed “Targeted Investments” In Stimulus Would Put 
People To Work Quickly. ―This legislation will save or create 8,000 jobs in our district at a time when we 
really need them… With these targeted investments, we‘ll put people to work quickly and make our country 
more competitive over the long term.‖ (Rep. Mike Thompson, ―Comprehensive Economic Recovery Package Passed By 

House,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
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http://www.house.gov/list/press/or01_wu/090213StimEducationKuloLetter.html
http://www.bls.gov/
http://perlmutter.house.gov/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=651
http://www.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSTRE5516HE20090602
http://boxer.senate.gov/news/releases/record.cfm?id=308323
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124698265628806371.html
http://mikethompson.house.gov/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=327


58 
 

 
Paid for by the Republican National Committee.   

310 First Street SE – Washington, DC 20003 – 202-863-8500 – www.gop.com 
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee.  

 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Was Passed In February, Nearly 360,000 Jobs Have Been Lost In 
California. (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, www.bls.gov, Accessed 8/24/09)  

 

CLAIM #193: Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA) Claimed Stimulus “Creates Jobs Through Infrastructure 
Spending.” (Rep. Adam Schiff, ―House Passes Recovery And Reinvestment Act To Create Jobs Through Infrastructure 

Investment And Tax Cuts,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Since Stimulus Bill Was Signed In February, America Has Lost More Than 2.2 
Million Jobs. (U.S. Bureau Of Labor Statistics, Website, http://www.bls.gov/, Accessed 8/7/09) 

 

OVERSIGHT, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND TRANSPARENCY 
 

CLAIM #194: Rep. Betsy Markey (D-CO) Claimed Transparency In Stimulus Was “Landmark 
Provision” Of Bill. ―One of the landmark provisions of the economic recovery package is its 
unprecedented accountability and transparency,‖ (Rep. Betsy Markey, ―Rep. Markey Names Economic Recovery 

Coordinator,‖ Press Release, 3/2/09) 
 

 REALITY: No System In Place For Government To Report How Stimulus Money Is Spent. 
―The report raises concerns about how states and the federal governments will report back on how 
the stimulus money is spent. The Office of Management and Budget has provided some guidance 
on how to report the information, but auditors suggest that the states will require more information.‖ 
(Ed O‘Keefe, ―Eye Opener: Economic Stimulus Report,‖ The Washington Post’s “Federal Eye” Blog, 7/8/09) 

 

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
 

CLAIM #195: Rep. Kurt Schrader (D-OR) Said “Recovery Act Is Working.” (Rep. Kurt Schrader, 

Congressional Record, 7/29/09, p. H8964) 
 

 REALITY: Former Clinton Secretary Of Labor Says “There’s No Evidence That This 
Economy Is Doing Much Better.” ROBERT REICH: ―Anybody who says we‘re out of the woods 
or moving out of the woods has got to be lost at sea. I mean there‘s no evidence that this economy 
is doing much better. The best that can be said is that we‘re getting worse more slowly, and that is 
a small consolation for people who are losing their jobs.‖ (ABC News‘ ―This Week,‖ 8/23/09) 

 

CLAIM #196: Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) Said Stimulus Would Help America Be Competitive And “Put 
Working America First.” ―This bill will create jobs in the short term, and help transform our economy so 
we‘re competitive in the long term… The Senate faced a choice this week to chart a new path to help our 
economy get up off the mat or to continue the same failed policies of the last eight years that created this 
crisis.  We have chosen to put working America first.‖ (Sen. Jeff Merkley, ―Merkley: Growth Package Charts New Path 

For Job Creation and Economic Recovery,‖ Press Release, 2/10/09) 
 

 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
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initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

CLAIM #197: Sen. Mark Udall (D-CO) Said Stimulus Was Necessary To Stop Economic Freefall.  “I 
agree with President Obama and an array of economists from across the ideological spectrum that this bill 
is necessary to reverse our economic freefall and to position our nation for economic growth in the years 
that lie ahead. Being an eternal optimist, I am confident that we will all weather this economic storm and 
emerge even stronger.‖ (Sen. Mark Udall, ―Senate Passes Economic Recovery Package,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: Former Clinton Secretary Of Labor Says “There’s No Evidence That This 
Economy Is Doing Much Better.” ROBERT REICH: ―Anybody who says we‘re out of the woods 
or moving out of the woods has got to be lost at sea. I mean there‘s no evidence that this economy 
is doing much better. The best that can be said is that we‘re getting worse more slowly, and that is 
a small consolation for people who are losing their jobs.‖ (ABC News‘ ―This Week,‖ 8/23/09) 

 

CLAIM #198: Rep. Ed Perlmutter (D-CO) Claimed Stimulus Has Given Americans Reason To Smile. 
―After months of bad news, Americans have something to smile about today.  This bill passed by Congress 
and signed into law by President Obama will rebuild, makes us more energy independent, transforms our 
economy for long-term growth and provides tax relief for 95% of working Americans.  It is estimated to save 
or create 3.5 million jobs.‖ (Rep. Ed Perlmutter, ―Rep. Perlmutter Praises President Obama Signing H.R. 1 Into Law In 

Denver,‖ Press Release, 2/17/09) 
 

 REALITY: Americans Remaining Unemployed For Unprecedented Periods Of Time. ―[T]he 
rolls of the long-term unemployed are growing, with 29 percent of the jobless out of work for more 
than 26 weeks, the most since records began in 1948.‖ (Matthew Benjamin And Alison Sider, ―Obama 

Stimulus Fails To Reboot Economy As No Multiplier Effect,‖ Bloomberg, 7/17/09) 
 

CLAIM #199: Sen. Jon Tester (D-MT) Said Stimulus “Will Pay Us Back For Generations To Come.” 
―This Jobs Bill will rebuild our economy from the ground up by putting folks to work and investing in people. 
We won‘t get out of this mess overnight, but passing the Jobs Bill is an important first step, and it will pay 
us back for generations to come.‖ (Sen. Jon Tester, ―Baucus, Tester vote for final Jobs Bill, at least $626 million for 

Montana,‖ Press Release, 2/13/09) 
 

 REALITY: In 2019, Due In Part To Stimulus Spending, National Debt Will Total Nearly $23 
Trillion For Which “Generations To Come” Will Have To Pay.  ―Deficits of that magnitude would 
require dramatically more government borrowing from China and other creditors, driving the 
accumulated national debt to nearly $23 trillion in 2019 -- or 76.5 percent of yearly gross domestic 
product, the highest proportion since 1950, the White House said.‖ (Lori Montgomery, ―Deficit Projected to 

Soar With New Programs,‖ The Washington Post, 8/26/09) 

 
CLAIM #200: Rep. Martin Heinrich (D-NM) Said Stimulus Would Help America Compete Globally. 
―This jobs creation package will rebuild America‘s economy, making us more globally competitive and 
energy independent, while providing 95% of Americans with immediate tax relief,‖ (Rep. Martin Heinrich, ―New 

Mexico Delegation Supports American Recovery And Reinvestment Act That Could Create 22,000 Jobs In New Mexico,‖ Press 
Release, 2/13/09) 
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 REALITY: Recently Distributed Stimulus Funds Going To Foreign Corporations Creating 
Jobs Overseas. ―Nearly half of the $2.4 billion in federal grant money awarded Wednesday to 
stimulate the U.S. economy and boost the production of hybrid and electric vehicles went to six 
companies with ties to places as far away as Russia, China, South Korea and France. ... But 
because so few American companies have the necessary technology, much of the money will 
initially go toward manufacturing electric vehicle batteries overseas.‖ (Jerry Seper, ―Obama Sends 

Stimulus Aid To Foreign Firms,‖ The Washington Times, 8/6/09) 
 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2009/aug/06/stimulus-to-aid-foreign-battery-builders

